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TO THE 


LADIES: 


Ladies, 


SZSAH E Prerogative of your Sex, 


——— — 


WIS together with the indulgent 
od Civility of Zzg/azd, which 
SC cntitles you to the greateſt 
Reſpect and Deference, obliges me to 
the Ceremony of this little Addreſs s 
both as a vindication of my ſelf from 
any Deſign of affronting you, and a 
demonſtration that the following Diſ- 
courle 1s- the pure Effet of the moſt 
real Tendernels for your Honour, Fame, 
and Reputation. 

I cannot conceive ( my intentions 
being wholly innocent) that this will 
diſpleaſe the Yertuovs , who muſt of 
neceſſity abhor both the Infamy and 
the Reproaches of thole who are the. 
blemiſhes of their Sex , from which 
this\s'intended rv lecure them, And 
for the Yitiozz, my Goncern as well 
| A. 2 


as Eſteem runs too low to afford them 
any Apology, ſinceI am ſatisfied, that 
however they may admire their own 
Nakedneſs and Undreſs, they are not 
capable of a Paſſion for the greateſt 
Beauty in the World, Naked Truth. 

And now, fair Ladies, that my V1- 
ſit may not importune you, I ſabnut 
the following Papers|to your centure, 
with ſome degrees of confidence, that 
your own /znocence will ' approve 
them, and their /2nocexce and "rs 
Devotion to ſerve you, wall at leaſt ob- 
tain a pardon for their want of what 
the World calls Conrtſhip, but what 
is in truth moſt commonly deſigning 
Flattery, as well as for the Confi- 
dence of, 


Ladies, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Fonathan Edwin, 


PREFACE: 


T will be perhaps objeited , upon 
the firſt view of this following 
Treatiſe, why does this man Pre- 
face to that which i written by 4 
Papiſt? 7 anſwer, Both becauſe it is 
ot Popery, but Gods truth , and be- 
cauſe it ſhall ſhame you the more if you 
aiſobey, will any of you now that pro- 
feſs the Proteſtant Reformation, ad 
pure Chriſtian Religion, at once cry out 
againſt Popery, and all that you think 
doth [awvenr of it, and alſo wilfully con- 
tinue in ſuch ſhameful ir as Pa- 
piſts thus honeſtly write againſt ? will 
any that pretend to Chriſtian Diſct- 
pline, and to have Church-Communi- 
on to be kept pure, come thither in ſuch 
4 Dreſs as Papiſts drive men for from 
their Communion ! O, ſelf-condemna- 
tion s commoner than many think ! 


A 3 I hawe 


The Preface, 
1 have been long blamed my ſelf, for 


not preaching and writing more againſt 
ſuch ſinful Faſhions. 24y Reaſon war, 
that our Hearers have ſtill greater 
things to hear of ; and moſs 35 are 
guilty of theſe, are guilty of ſo much 
greater heart-diſtempers , as muſt or- 
derly be firit healed, Could we bring 
them to the true fear and love of God, 
and ſenſe of their everlaſiing concerns, 
and the Vanity of the world, they | 
would eaſilier correct their Faſhions of | 
themſelves, And we have ſo many | 
uarrelſome Hearers, that 1 am ſtill 4- 
fraid of ſo preaching, as may tempt the 
ungodly to think, that ſuch Faſhions are 
the chief matter in which we differ from 
them: It is to the Faith of Chriſt ix 
ſeriouſneſs, and to the love of God and 
Holineſs, and to the praftical Belief of 
te life to come, to the contempt of the 
oppoſing tempting world, and the mor- 
tiiving of ſinful fleſhly Luſts, and to 
love ana ao pood to all men to their 
tower, and all their life to prepare for 
acath ana judgment , it is to this that 
we earneſtly per ſwade men, And 1 am 
| afraid 


[The Preface: 


afraid, leſt when 1 mention ſome Faſhion, 
Recreation, or controverted thing, they 
ſhoald think that this is all our dffe- 
rence, 

But yet no ſin ts to be made light of, 
e ſpecially when it s grown common, and. 
more, when people otherwiſe ſober are 
defiled by it ; and yet more, when it is 
grown into the reputation of Innocent, 
ana defended apainſt all motions to re- 
pentance ; and moſt of all, after Gods 
dreadful judgments, yea axd while they 
[tall continue. 

T1 confeſs I have ſaid and written 
over axa over abundance more againſt 
7e ns greater 4nd more dangeros Pride, 
Viz, Pride of ſeeming Wiſdom, of ſeem- 
ing Holineſs, 4d of worldly Greatnels, 
Wealth, 4»4 Honours, thaz of theſe 
little feminine and childiſh ſorts of 
Pride of Faſhions and Apparel: Foy 7 
thought theſe below the temptations of 
ſuch as pretend much to Reaſon , and it 
irked me to talk much of this in Books 
or Pulpits, to perſons of ſuch childiſh toy« 
ing- diſpoſitions, while they and others 
wanted the deep ſenſe of theſe greater 

4 matters, 


The Preface, : 
matters, which world beſt call off their 
minds from theſe. But being invited 
to preface this Treatiſe ( tranſlated by 
another out of French) 7 ſhall trye your 

| patience with my (in this kind) unuſual 
freedom of ſpeech. 

I muſt ſay, that had 1 my will, four 
forts of Faſhions {ould be altered : viz. 
I. The nakedneſs of women, treated of 
in this Book, 2, Their monſtrous ſuper- 
fluity of Cloth or ſilk that muſt drag af- 
zer them,” or be carried by another, or 
fardelled behind them. 3. Their inoy- 
ainate late Pride and laced ganaine|s, 
4. And eſpecially the monſtrous Periwigs 
of men, with ſomewhat like them now 
alſo uſed by women, 

As. to the three firſt as ſet together, 
beſides what t (aid in the following Trea- 
 tiſe, 1 humbly deſire all that believe the 
ſacred Scriptures , ſeriouſly ro think of 
theſe things following. 

I. How unlike is ſuch a Garb to that 
of Chriſt a»d his o1d Diſciples ? 1s it the 
Baage of one that taketh up the Croſs, 
or ever well kaew a crucihed Chriſt ? 

. 2. 45 it net the diſcovery of a ſinfully 
diſeaſed 


0” Ihe: Dickats: 


diſeaſed mind? 1t is not without a cauſe, 
Ana what inward c:14{e would you have 
men. thiak that it proceeds from ? Out 
of the abundance of the heart come out 
attions as well as our words: Doth your 
znordinate gaudery ſinnific mortificati- 
03, gravity, 4 continual regard to the 
eye of God, or a regard to grave and ho- 
ly perſons, more than to the eyes of the 
proud, worldly, or laſcivious? I know 
yourg people will [ay, They mult be mar- 
ried, and therefore may invite defires : 
and I know that God hath put ſome de- 
grees of natural luſt into Men and wo- 
men for the continued propagation of 
Mankind : But our higheſt Faculty, Rea- 
ſon, with all wiſe men, will here claim 
the laſt judoment, and the maſtery of 
ſeuſe , and therefore you ſhould recom- 
mena your ſelves principally to mens 
Reaſon : 4axd onr higheſt intereſt ( holi- 
ze (s and ſaluation) muſt make all fleſbly 
intereſt vail: And therefore if you would 
» be 6h to any wiſe man, it muſt be 
oſt by wiſdom, meekne(s, and a holy 
frame of mind ana life , and not by any 

thing contrary bereto, 
3. Let 


The Preface. 
. Let but your own conſciences judge 
of thoſe woras, 1 Pet. 3.1,2,3,4,5. Wives 
be in ſubjeaion to your own Hul- 
bands, that if any obey not the word, 
they alſo may without the word be 
won by the converſation of their 
Wives ; while they behold your chaſte 
converſation coupled with fear , whoſe 
adorning let it not be that outward a- 
dorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of Gold, and of putting on 
of Apparel, (that s 4 curious Dreſs) 
but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which 1s not corrupti- 
ble, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which 1s 1n the fight of 
God of great price : For after this man- 
= ner in the old time, the holy Women 
| alſo who truſted in God adorned them- 
ſelves. 

4. Do you not croſs your own deſions , 
which is, to be valued? 1f pride and 
vanity be a diſgrace, why will you pub- 
lickly diſerace your ſelves? If you hear 
one ſay of you, Yonder goeth a proud, 4 
vain, or an empty perſon , you would 


take it ill : And have Actions, your own 
Actions, 


The Preface, 
Actions, 20 tongues nor ſenſe? Say not 
that of your ſelves which you cannot 
bear from others : Pin not ſuch a re- 
proach on your own backs or breaſts : Or 
if you will needs go your ſelves a wooing, 
keep to theſe few reaſonable Rules : 
I. Let it wot be your every days work, 
aud. that in the open Streets and 
Churches. 2. Let not married wo- 
men go ſo, that are provided alreaay, 
3. Teach not your Children to go ſo, that 
are wot marriageable, 
| 5, Poor ſouls, -you lay ſnares (as this 
Treatiſe tells you) for your ſelves as 
well as others | If you become a bait to 
ſenſual men, they will gape after you, 
and become alſo ſnares toyou: and when 
their flatteries have won upon your paſ- 
ſion and facil minds, what have you got- 
ten by it ? If you eſcape the damning 
ſin of Fornication, perhaps yeu have won 
a ſenſual Husband , who may ſhort!y 
hate you, and make you weary of your 
life, or by the like allurement grow as 
fond of others, as he was of you. 
6. will you but think what that Fleſh 
is which you are adorning? when the 
Surgeon 


The Preface. 
Surgeon ſhall diſſect your Corps, and open 


your loathſome Entrails, or when it is 
laid out for the Coſfurs, or laid to rot in 
a darkſome Grave, where then is Naked 
Beauty, or the glory of your Ornaments ? 
Do you not ſtill foreſee this day? How 
can you be ſo blinded, or caſt aſleep, as 
to forget it? what a change will the 
Small Pox, or a conſuming ſickneſs make 
of that brdy that you ſo proudly dreſs? 


Cry, {aith the Lord ztoIfatah, All fleſh 


is graſs! and yet fleſh will not know it 
ſelf, nor fareſee its end. 

7. Do you think that this viſible 
Pride is ſuitable to Gods late dealings 
with us? and is it any where leſs excu- 
{vie than in London ? Hath God 
vrought down your Pomp and Wealth ſo 
areadfully by Plapue and Flames; aud 
yer are your minds no more brouoht 
down? Can you remember what a ſight 
London was in its Ruines; can you 
think how the Carcaſſes of men and wo- 
en were heaped one upon another in 
Pits, and yet be as vain and proud as 
over? Is there not more general gaw- 
dry ix London, more vanity of Faſhion, 


4 hay 


The Preface, 

than there was before theſe dreadful 
Tudgments? Do you not yet cry ont of 
Common Poverty ? and 7s all this no- 
thing to take us down? Doth not God 
rather call us to humbling, and faiting, 
and ſuckeloth in our repentance? - © 

8, Are not you (among other unhum- 
bled perſons) the Prognoſticks of our 
continued or increaſed miſeries? putting 
conſiderate men in fear, leſt ſo impeni- 
tent a City ſhould be yet more miſera- 
ble? | Wb 

9. Do not the very Quakers -(hame 
you, that have ſs long cryed down your 
pride? and though they mix their er- 
rours and folliies, may not they join with 
the many years warning of faithful 
Preachers iz witneſſing againſt you, 

10. And is it not a horrid aggrava- 
tion of Pride and Superfluities, that at 
the ſame time, and in the [ame Cities, 
thouſands of poor Chriſtians are ready to 
periſh for want of — food? Me- 
thinks all, or ſome of theſe Conſiderati- 
ons, ſhould quickly and eaſily reſolve all 
ſeber ſerious Chriſtians, to be no more 
conformable to the Pride of ſingers, nor 


The Preface, 


fo defore to wear the Badge of their enor+ 


mity or folly, 

were I not very backward to ſay much 
of ſuch matters, 1 ſhould fully tell, at 
leaſt our ordinary Citizens, my mind ; 
that will preſume to imitate the Great 
ones 4d Gallants, iz the Faſhion of 
monſtrous Periwigs. 1 ſpeak not againſt 
the uſe of [ſuch as are like a modeſt mans 
hair, worn for any neceſſary lawful uſe, 
Byt 1 confeſs I think that ordinary Citi- 
zens ſhould bethink them in a time 
when thouſands are in diſtreſſins wants, 
whether the price of theſe Periwigs, and 
ſuch other vanities, would not be maye 
comfortably reviewed at laſt, if it had 
been given to relieve the needy, 

Moſt of the Objettions that you uſe to 
make are anſwered in the following 
Book,” One only I will adde, and anſwer. 
7 hear ſome ſay, It religious people go 
not in the common Fſhzo»s of the 
Times, they will be taken for hnmon- 
riſts ; and worle than ſo, for ſuch as 
are diſtinguiſhing themſelves from 0- 
thers, to make a Party, 

Anſw. 1, There cax m0 dnty be dope, 


or 


The Preface, 

or ſin avoided, which ſome men may not 
turn to matter of Calumny. 2. There 
is no Reaſon for this Objettion here: As 
the Biſhops 4nd conformable Clergy go 
in a Dreſs that's plain and grave, and 
countenance none of theſe immiodeſt or 
moaſtrous Faſhions, ſo many of the Lai- 
ty go ſoberly and gravely, without any 
note of differing Parties. 3. The truth of 
the caſe 1 fear ws here, Pride maketh men 
loth to be accounted of the lower or pooy- 
er ſort ; and therefore what ever Fa- 
ſhion 7he Richer and Ruling ſort take up, 
zs imitated 5 far as they are able by the 
Lower ; even by Servants, and by ſome 
that are in want. 

And if any ſhould be guilty of this ſin- 
ful Exceſs, rho borrow and live on other 
mens Money, it & 4 hei0us agoravati- 
on of their ſin and ſhame. . And if any 
 fuch fall into poverty, i greatly harden- 
eth men againſt compalſſiuonating or re- 
lievins them, when they lived in the 
Garb of the rich tefare. And its juſt 
with God, that thry that muſt needs 
have Superfluities, ſhould want Neceſ- 


ſaries, | 
I rok 


| The Preface; 


1 wiſh the Readers to make ſo much 
uſe of this Treatile of 4 ſober Papiſt, as 
the evidence of truth therein beſpeaketh. 
And 1 humbly offer theſe two Motions to 
all that regard my judgment, 

I, That all religious ſober perſons, men 
and women will agree to avoid all immo- 
deſt Faſhions,a7d groſs Superfluities and 
Gawdery, aud not to affett Conformity in 
Apparel with them that are contrary 
minded ; but imitate the ancient decent 
Gravity. | 

2. That yet none take occaſion by this to 
expect that all Perſons ſhould be attired 
alike: nor grow too cenſorious of thoſe that 
continue ſome Faſhions which we could 
wiſh they dia reform, becauſe we may be 
zonorant of their caſe and reaſons , and 
if they are inſufficient, we muſt remember 
that Education,Prcjudice,Company,and 0- 
ther Temptations, may ſeduce well-mean- 
ing Perſons.in ſuch Matters, But a Soul 
truly devoted to God, and willing to know 
his will, and to do it when we know it, i 
of abſolute neceſſity to our Salvation. 


Sept, 26. 1677, R. BAXTER, 
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The Firſt Part: 
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That Naked Breaſts and S houlders | 


are much blame-worthy and of- 


fenſpve. 
[. 
I: I'S ſafficient ground for any 


good ran, when lie fees the 
{ſenſual ſort of men allow and 


approve of a doubtful thing, 
toconclude, that a Chriſtian ought 
much to ſuſpeCt it, 1f not to avoid 


and condemn it : For certainly| 
none in Exrope can be 1gnorant that 
the world 15an 1rreconcileable Enes 
my to Jeſ#s Chriſt,and that his fen- 
itments are ſooppolite to its Max- 
mes, that it is above poſlbility 
to obſerve the laws of one, and 
not to violate thoſe of the other. 
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[2] 

And as the Chriſtian ſhould only 
be animated by theSpirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the world does alwayes 
follow the ſpirit of the Devil, it 
1s evident that Chriſtians ought 
to fly from what the finful world 
moſt eagerly purſues, blame what 
it Authorizes, and have the ex- 
treameſt averſion for that, to 
which it does moſt paſſionately 
make its Court. 


I 


WE find indeed by lamen- 
table, if I may not ſay fatal , 
experience , that the world too 
much allowes of nakedneſs in 
women 3 and therefore we may 
the more boldly diſapprove of it, 
or rather we ought to condemn 
it, and with fo much the greater 
zeal ſet our ſelves againſt this 
faulty abuſe, as 1t is ſtrength'ned 
through a long uſe, and: now 
paſs'd into a cuſtom ſo general, 
that it 1s become common almoft 
to all women, and maids of all 

ſorts 


C37] 
forts of conditions 3 and hath 
ſpread it ſelf abroad into moſt 
parts of the Earth, and alſo into 
all manner of places. 


III. 


IT IS not only in particular 
ſes, in Balls, in Chambers of en- 
tertainment, and in the walks, 
that Women do appear with na- 
ked Breaſts, but there are thoſe, 
who,by a ſtrange kind of temer1. 
ty,do even come to triumph as 1t 
were wx Chriſt himſelf, at 
the feet of his Altars: and as if 
the Devil was reſolv'd tobe ſerv'd 
by them, not only to Strike 
at the SanCtity of Churches ; but 
likewiſe to violate the immunity 
and priviledge of them : they 
come thither to wound the eyes 
of the moſt innocent and juſt, and 
to give death to thoſe who are 
yet but weak and ſtaggering in 
Vertue. Men do retire themſelves 
in Temples, as in Afylum's, where 
Satan ſcarce dares to attacque' 

B 2 them, 


[4] 
them, 'and where he can very ſel 
dom get any conqueſt over them; 
but that which he cannot do by 
himſelf, he effefts by the women 
he brings thither, and who by 
the ſhameful nakedneſs of their 
necks, arms, and ſhoulders, at- 
tack, wound, and vanquiſh thoſe 
who think themſelves in ſafety, 
and thus make the Devil triumph 
even 1n thoſe places that are de- 
ſtin'd to the truumph of TJeſus 
CR. © 7? 

I'V. 


THE very Tribunals of Penance, 
which ought to be wet with the 
tears of thoſe worldly women, are 
prophaned by their nakedneſs; 
and the Argels, who with reſpe& 
and fear afſliſt at the Holy Table, 
do tremble through indignation 
and horror to ſee them come thi- 
ther in a poſture not only immo- 
deſt, but ſometimes impudent and 
Jaſcivious, 


V. 


[5] 
V. 


T D O not marvel that theworld 
applauds this diſorder, becauſe it 
1s its ſelf the Author of it ; but Þ 
cannot conceive how Perſons of 
an honeſt and fincereintegrity are 
able to remain 1n ſilence, and ſuf- 
fer it without ſpeaking, and with- 
out pouring forth their laments, 
as if they had neither mouth, nor 
Piety. Will it not be ſaid, that 
there 1s a publick prohibition to 
be ſcandalized at ſuch indecent 
objects? or will 1t not be'thought 
that our God can ſee no more than 
thoſe falſe Divimties of the Hea- 
thens, who had eyes, but yet could 
not behold thoſe who came to pay 
their adorations to them in their 
Temples 2 From whence ſpring 
we | and what can we hope for 
from our ſilence, and our weak- 
neſs! fince we do know the 
greatneſs of the evil, why do we 
not endeayour to apply the reme- 


dy ? 
P B 3 VI. 


[5] 
V I. 


I F it be true,as it isT think be- 
yond any to doubt, thata modeſt 
woman 1s equally agreeable tolyod 
and men; 1t1s not leſs certain, that 
a woman without modeſty muſt 
needs diſpleaſe men, as the is her 
{elf dif leaſing to Almighty God. 
Or to ſpeak in the language of the 

uti os » Apocrypba, if it betrue, that 
= rev It 1s grace upon grace for a 


grattam mulier woman to be modeſtly 
Jandia & pudorz Cloathed, and to ſhew rh 


ta, the marksof her holineſsby 


her decent purity; 'tis queſtionleſs 
then a double crime for a woman 


to be faſhion'd after the mode of 
this world, and © to bring her In- 


nocence into diſpute through her 
immodelſt nakedneſs ; becauſe ſhe 
her felt not only fins againſt {hame, 
but cauſes others alſo to (in a oainſt 
' purity, and at the ſame time that 
ſhe renders her {cf ſaſpe&ed, ſhe 
is labouring with the Dec ilto make 
them ſo too. | 
VII, 


[77] 
VII. 


THE Apoſtle Saint 1 7. 2: 5.. wenn 
. mulleres 1nh NAbITuU 
and for a Remedy , dia & fobrietate or- 


, Hants ſe, & non 1n 
he exhorts the VVo tortis crinjbus, aut 4y- 


men nor to appear 1n ro, aut margaritis vel 
the Churches but in veſtepretioſa:ſed quod 


modeſt apparel , with << multeres promit- 
Pens hs.” any and fo- _ ha 
briety, not with broi- 

dered Hair, or Gold, or Pearls, on. 
coſtly Array, but (which becom- 

eth Women profeſling godlineſs,) 

to have ſuch Garments as may te- 

ſtifie their Piety, and ſuch a Cat- 

riage and Behaviour as may be a 

proof, or at leaſt a mark of the 
holineſs of their Aﬀtions. With- 

out doubt, the Women ought to 

ſtudy how to follow exattly the 
counſel of the Apoſtle, and the 

Men ought to take care that it 

be obſerved, "rong it is no lels 
profitable to the one, than to the 

other. Nevertheleſs the Women 


violate it without any ſcruple, 
B 4 and 


i 2 ] 
andthe Men ſee them do ſo with- 
- out emotion. . 


VIIL. 


BUT however, let us labour to 
_ imitate the zeal of Saint Chryſs- 
[ wax, ſtome, and if we cannot prevent 
ad tim, this difordet, let us ſtrive with 
him to make theſe Women know 
_ how great their fault is, 1n com- 
ing to Church in ſuch undecent 
Habit ; and, if I may preſume. to 
ſay ſo, as it were halt naked. Do 
you come into the Houſe of God 
as to a Ball, ſayes that great man 
to them ? do you come into the 
Sanctuary to make your Con- 
queſts there, and there to ſatisfie 
your ſenſuality? do you came 
thither to attaque God or men ? 
and don't you think that you 
mult once be carried thither in a 
Coftin toſerve for food to worms? 
VVhat? does this pomp, this ſoft 
and wanton Delicacy, this affe- 
ted Nakedneſs any whit ſuit 
with, or become the (tate of Sup» 
pliants 


[9] 
liants and Criminals ? Are they 
befining perſons that ought to 
beg for Grace and Mercy? and 
are theſe good diſpoſitions to 
weep for your fins, and to ob- 
tain the pardon of them? - 


I X. 


Retrieve your ſelves then, ard 
get out of this beſotted blindneſs 
ye vain and worldly VVomen | 
Slaves to the Age, and Idolizers 
of Vanity, Remember Satan is the 
Prince of this: World, and you 
become his Subjects and Votaries, 
ſo far as you conform to the Ma- 
ximes'which the World propoſes 
to you, and follow thote abuſes 
that it has introduced. Alas ! how 
has only the magnificence of your 
Apparel,and your ſuperfluous Or- 
naments made all 'the Saints to 
ſigh and groan, who have been 
Eye-witnefles and SpeCtators of 
them ! What would they fay 
now , if they ſaw that all this 
pompous Gayety did not onety 
tend 


[10] 

tend to flatter your Vanity and 
our Pride, but alſo to engender 
uſt and Impurity, and te1nſpire 
thoſe who are your Spectators, 
with unlawful Deftres, and ſen- 
ſaal Thoughts! Muſt you needs 
be at ſuch riotous expenſe to co- 
yer your Bodies, and yet for all 
that to leave them half naked ! 
Is it not in ſome manner to facri--- 
fice them to'the Men of the Age, 
thus to expoſe them to their (ight 
and luſt ? 


bl 


X. 


INDEED ought they not to fear 
left we repraach them for too 
much loving the World, and for 
| being too paſſionately deſirous 
to be beloved: of it 2 what da 
not they do to pleaſe it? they 
conſume the goods of Fortune; 
and when by their ſplendour and 
mmodeſty they fſollicit Liber- 
tines and profligate Wretches ta 
behold them, may it not be ſaid 
that they are become like to that 

Woman 


j .bought her Proſtitution, whereas 


[I] 

Woman whom Exzekig/ : 
; ; Ex! + 16.5 » Omni- 
ſpeaks of, that by her wn ML. LEE 
care and coſtlineſs 1n- - dantur —_ 
deavour d tO gain the vll>, —_ - 
Friendſhip of thoſe that =matoribustuis, &c. 
regarded her : and if 

it may be allow'd me to make uſe 

of thoſe terms to expreſs the 


thought of that Prophet, who 


others took gifts, and made a fale 
of theirs. 


X I. 


THINK, think, that in youy 
Baptrſm you have renounced the 
Pomp and Vanities of the World; 
and make ſome reflexion with 
your ſelves, how that by your 
unprofttable Ornaments & ſhame- 
lels Nakednels, you prathiſe that 
which the World teaches, and 
which is moſt dangerous and im- 
pious. Alas! do not belicve it, it 
is a deceitful Syrer that labours 
| only to ſeduce you, and that can 
never make you happy nor con- 

tents 


C12 ] 

tented, whatever promile it makes 
you. You ought not to join your 
Alliance with it , ſince that it 1s 
your Enemy. And if you are fo 
weak, and ſo unfortunate, as to 
conſent to what it demands of 
you againſt your Selves, if you 
cannot reſolve intirely to quit 


your Luxury, and to cover your 
nakedneſs; at leaſt make ſome 


difference betwixt the Houſe of 
your Lord, which 1s conſecrated 
by the Celebration of our Myſte- 
ries, and thoſe which are profa- 
 nedby the Libertiniſm of the Age; | 
between places deſtin'd and ſet a- 
part for Prayer & devotion,& ſuch 
as are peculiarly appropriated to 
- mirth and gallantry, joy and di- 

yertiſement. Wherefore will you 
{o extend the Empire of the Prixce 
of this world beyond his preſcri- 
bed limits ? he' can only have ju- 
rifdiction over places that are pro- 
phane, and you by your immo- 
delty make him to Reign even in 
lacred Places. 


XI.. 


[137 
WS ::: 


WHO IS there but knows that 
God is jealous of the reſpect one 
ouget to have for his Temples, 
and that the zeal of his houſe, by 
which he 1s as it were devoured, 


ſayes the Prophet, will not PEI- Pſalm 68. 
mit him, to let thoſe go unpuniſh- Zelus do- 


ed who prophane it 2 what ſeve- 


- | trafficking Merchants that made it 


legitimate to buy and ſell in the 


| Temple of Jeryſaler ſuch beaſts as 


were to be employed in their Sa- 
crifices ? and what chaſtiſement 
ought not thoſe Women to expect 
who are vain and looſe, and who, 
(far- from doing any thing that 


1 may contribute to ſacrifices, and 
fivour the zeal of thoſe who come 


to pay their devout adorations to 
Almighty God, as did thoſe Mer- 
chants whom Jeſ#s Chriſt drove 
out of the Temple ) do diſhonour 
the moſt ſolemnly to be remem- 


bred of all Sacritices, and do di- 
| vert 


rity. did he not uſe againſt thoſe me, ws 


[14] 
vert or corrupt the intention of 
thoſe who are affiftant at it, and 
ſometimes too of thoſe that cele- 
brate it: who expofe all their 
beauty in the Chyrches in ſo inde- 
cent a manner, that they do as it 
were hold a kind of impure and 
unchaſte commerce between them- 
ſelvesand thoſe that behold them 
In a word, who, more guilty than 
thoſe very ſellers in the Temple, 

that only deſigned at getting mo- 
ney without doing any injury to 
the Dizme Worſhip, do only aim 

at the acquiſition of hearts, to ra= 

viſh them even from God himſelf: 


+ 

BUT let me not only pour out 
my laments for thoſe who appear 
vain and light in Sacred Places, 
where they {hould diſcover con- 
trition and humility ; but alſo let 
me ſhew my fear for them who do 
not fly their company, or who 
tarn away their eyes- from thoſe 
places where God more imtnedt- 
ately 


[15] 
ately beſtowes his gracious pre- 
ſence, to caſt: them upon: thoſe 
'Tdols that are ſo gaudily and im. 
{ modeſtly dreffd up. There is a]. 
wayes danger in attentively look. 
ing upon a naked Breaſt ; anq 
there 1s not only a great danger, 
but a kind of crime 1n beholding 
it with attention in- the Churches, 
then, when we are moſt ſeriouſly 


commemorating the Paſſion and 


| Death of our dear Saviour : for 

Teſws Chriſt being then in ſo emi- 
nent a manner to be remembred 
by us, methinks, to prefer a Wo- 
man to him, or at leaſt to divide 


our attention, and perhaps our 


vows, between him and her, and 
to remain, as it were 1n ſuſpence, 
to whom we were beſt to give our 
defires and mind, 1s without doubt 
a preat 1njury. 


XIV. 


YET alas!once more,if we can- 
not hinder and put a ſtop to this 
nakednefs, however let us not neg- 


lect 


[16] 
lect to ſhew our difallowing of it 
in our taking heed to ſhun even 
the very ſight thereof, If the hos: 
nour of Jeſ#s Chriſt obliges us to 

it, our duty and our intereſt does 
likewiſe ingage us : the fight of a 

fair neck, and pretty ſelling 
breaſts, 1s no Jeſs dangerous for 

us than that of a Baſilish; and 

it is then we may ſay with the 
Scripture, that the De- 

Ferem. 9.21. Aſcen- 43] makes uſe of the 


ox Bigg f fn 1 ndowes of our bo- 


dies, for Death by Sin 

to enter into our Souls ; if it be 

true, as fayes the Prophet Jere-' 

| miah; that our eyes do 

= 3. gone _-_ ſometimes commit a 
ws. rape upon the Soul, it 
15 then without doubt 

when they are faſtened upon 

the attractive beauties of a be- 
witching Face, and when they do 

ao in ſome manner fix there 

our mind and heart, 1n bringing 
to it With our looks our affe- 
(ions and defires. And 1I believe 
that 


[17] 
that the Patriarch Job Fob 31. r. Pepigifer- 
had a mind to teach us |. pg? 
this Truth, when he dem de virgine, quam 
declares that he had 3m partem haberet 
made a Covenant with 
his Eyes, to the end that he 
might not think on the Beauty of 

' | a Maid; for it is not the Eyes 

| | that think and deſire;bur it is the 

Heart or Mind: wherefore; fayes 

" | he then, that he might remove 

> | from his Mind and Heart the [dea 

- |} and illegitimate Love of Women, 

1 | he made a Covenant with his 

= || Eyes, rather than with his Mind 

- | and with his Heart ; to hint tous 

> | that 1t 1s eaſfie not to think of 

a- | Women, when once we have got 

t || beyond the proſpe&t of ſeeing 

t | them ; but that 1t 1s next to an 

N | impoſſibility for them not to fill - 

- | our Minds and Hearts, if we doe 

O | not make a compact and agree- 

e | ment with our Eyes not to look 

2 | upon them. 


G XV 


[18] 
RV. 


AND itis ſo much the more | 
neceſlary for us to turn away our 
Eyes from beholding Women 
' Whoſe Necks and Shoulders are 
naked and bare, as, according to 
the thoughts of the ſame Patri- 
arch, it 1s difficult to concetve 
What place God can find in a 
Soul which the Eyes have betray- | 
ed, and into which thoſe impure 
objects are entred, that do poſ- 
{cſs and trouble all its powers. 
Let us remember that Maxime of 
Grez. I- the Great St. Gregory, that 1t 1s a 
rucri NON - . * - 
deces Mighty piece of imprudence to 
quod non Jook upon that which we are not 
ur a6 permitted to defire; and if we 
will reſolve to conſerve the tran- 
quillity of our mind, and the 1n- 
niocence of our heart, let us nes 
ver voluntarily and out of choice 
look upon thoſe nakednefles, in 
what places ſoever we are, but 


eſpecially in the Church. 
XVI. 


OY 


9 — | hs | 


XVI. 


_ TIF Chriſtians ought to make 
£ themſelves to be known by their 
r modeſty, according to the Do- 
1 ctrine of the Apoſtle , 
e It 15 principally then, 4# Ph#l. 4. s. Mode- 
of when they are in the jus hontihus, Do 
7 Houſe of God, where minus prope eſt. 
e #F they do not come but 
a8 becaule they are Chriſtzans - it 1s 
-Þ| there that they ought to make a 
© | Covenant with their Eyes, not 
-| only not to look upon Women, 
| but not to look apon any thing, 
fl but to reſemble him that runs at 
1 the Ring, who never turns his 
2 | Eyes either one way or other, 
th but keeps them always fixed and 
ef direft at the mark 3 he who 
"| prayes .in the Church, (for we 
-| ought not to come thither bur 
"| topray, as none ought to enter 
. into the Liſts but to run ) he, Ilay, 
1 whoprayes in the Church, ought 
th tobe fo very attentive on what 


C 2 he 


[20] 

he is doing, that he ſhould refrain 
from looking upon thoſe objects 
which are neareſt to him, for fear 
leſt his Heart ſhould run after 
his Eyes, and his Mind inſenſibly 
ſtraggle from the work he is a- 
bout,and forget whom he is pray- 
Ing to. 


XVII 


W E do greatly deceive our 
ſelves, if we think we are not ob- 
liged to regulate our Looks by 
a wiſe and modeſt circumſpeCti- 
on, and we deceive others if we 
ſay that one may indifferently 
and innocently behold all things. 
David ſinned for being too pro- 
digal and free of his Looks, and 
one ſingle glance ſufhiced to make 
him fall into fin. That Prince 
was holy, and Bathſheba, on 
whom by accident he caſt his 
Eyes, was nanocent, but ſhe was 
naked: David ſaw her in that 
poſture, and there needed no 

more 


[ 21 ] 
more to make David loſe his Ho- 
lineſs, and Bathſheba her Inno- 
cence. Who is this proud One, 


3 that will refuſe to be inſtructed 


by ſo great an Example, and 
who after this example will not 
avoid with care the ſ1ght and ad- 
dreſs of a Woman, that openly 
expoſes all thoſe Charms which 
ſhe thinksare moſt beautiful and 
ſurpriſing 2 Who is that confi- 
dent Man, that will believe him+- 
ſelf in ſafety, when he is in the 
ſame danger wherein Dauzd was 
loſt > And who will not be afraid 
to be overcome by the ſame Arms 
wherewith he was vanquiſhed 2? 


XVIII. 


THE Great St. Baſil teaches 
all the Faithful, wm inſtructing 
one of his Diſciples, with what 
care they ought to turn away 
their Eyes from a Woman that 
mightily afte&s to appear daze- 
ling and glorious. Take you 
C3 | heed, 


Baſiliz Ep. Cave omni- 
bus modis falias intu- 
eri puictrirudines & 
pernitiolas 3 quia de- 
turpacur anima f1 ea- 
rum cecorem atten- 
das. Chriftns non 1n 
corporis decore, ſed jn 
anima delectatur , &c. 
Caveto ergo, fili, ſpe- 
cies per quas plurimos 
ccrnis peruiſie, &c. 


[22 ] 
heed, ſayes he, as much 
as ever you can, of 
conſidering thoſe falſe 
and permitious Beau- 
ties; Jeſus Chriſt was 
only pleaſed with the 
Beauty of the Soul, and 
deſp led that of the 
Body, and you ought 
only to eſteem thoſe 


things which are pleaſing to Jeſws 
Chriſt. Know likewiſe, that that 
Beauty which they pr clent to you, 
if you behold it with attentian, 
will fully your Soul, and render 
it deformed ; do not credit the 
report that your Eyes make of it, 
| but believe that which Reaſon 
and Faith does fay to you of it, 
and be you carcful that you do 
not ſplit your ſelves upon that 
Rock whereon many perſons 

more wiſethan your felf have run 


ppon : and penfſhed. 


XI. 


- 4% 
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XIX. 


LET Men therefore indea- 


| vour to make good uſe of this 
Advice, and let Women know 
that theſe inſtructions and theſe 
| counſels that are given to Men, 
| are for a true reproach, and ſe- 
vere reprehenſion to them : let 
them know that if men do run 
the hazard of offending God. in 
looking upon them, they alſo do 
offend him 1n effect by preſent- 
ing themſelves to men 1n a man- 
ner which may, and which in all 
probability will tempt them or 
ſcandalize them. In 
; truth when Eccleſtaſti- Eccleftaſticiis 9. 5. NC 
cis advertized us not ict in mul rent 
multivolam , ne torre 
to gaze upon a Woman jncidas in laqueos il- 
- that deſires to pleaſe all lius- 
the world, for fear leſt 
we ſhould fall into her ſnares, 
| may we not ſay that he accuſes 
and blames Women for expoling 
to the Eyes of all the World all 
C 4 thoſe 


24 |] 
thoſe Beauties that are any ways 
capable to raviſh hearts and gain 
them Lovers 3 that he condemns 
them for wounding that baſhful- 
neſs and modeſty that is ſo natu- 


ral to them ; that he accuſes them 


Chap. 23. 
17. Cubi- 
le mam- 
marum,&c 


of laying Snares to our 1nno- 
cence, in loſing their own. For 
it is with reaſon that the Pro- 
phet Ezechrel hath told us that 
a naked and diſcovered © Breaſt 
was a Bed whereon impurity re- 
pos'd and became fruitful in cor- 
rupting her who Jaid 1t open, and 
him that beheld it. | 


RX. 


THERE is not any Woman 
or Maid but knows that Eres 
nakedre(s, which the Scripture 
makes mention of, was a conſe- 


quence and mark of her Crime; 
ſhe perceived her ſelf naked, be- 


cauſe ſhe had finned, and ſhe 
knew that ſhe had ſinned when 
ſhe ſaw her {elf naked. Why then 


Will 


[25] 
will they judge otherwiſe of 
themſelves than of their common 
Mother? and why will they not 
infer that from their own naked- 
neſs which they conclude from 
hers? that it is a mark of the de- 
pravation of their Souls: why do 
they not conclude that they dit 
pleaſe God, ſince they ſee them- 
ſelves naked? Surely they do not 
care at all how much they are 
diſplealing to God, ſince they do 
ſo pleaſe and* prank up them- 
ſelves 1n their nakedneſs. For in 
that I think they are more guilty 
than Eve, as criminal as ſhe was; 
for ſhe was aſhamed of her na- 


kedneſs, and delayed not to co- 
ver her ſelf. 


XRXl. 


CAN they be 1onorant that 
1t1s of them principally that the aq rom. 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, when he condemns 5.19. Ex- 


hibuiſtis 
 membra yeſtra ſeryire 1mmunditiz & 1n01quitati, &c. 


thoſe 


[267 
thoſe perſons who uncover one 
part of their Body to yield 
their Members ſervants to un- 
cleanneſfs, and to iniquity. They 
are ſervants to uncleanne(s be- 
cauſe with what pretence ſoever 
they cover it, or what. excuſe ſo- 
ever they flatter themſelves with- 
all, the grand motive and deſign 
that makes them to be in Love 
with nakedneſs 1s never pure, 
they cannot do it with an inten- 
tion to pleaſe God ; and therefore 
neceſflarily it muſt be to pleaſe 
the world ; they cannot do it out 
of modeſty, nor from a principle 
of Piety, therefore 1t muſt pro- 
ceed from a want of Shame, or 
from a Spirit of of Vanity, and 
oftentimes of uncleanneſs and im- 
purity. They are ſervants alſo to 
iniquity, according to the ſenſe 
of the Apoſile; lince that they ſtir 
up. their diſorderly motions of 
Concupiſcence; and they become 
the Inſtruments of the Dezl, 1n 
making mento yield to fin. 
AXII 


« 


[ 27 ] 
XXII. 


proached Jovinian for 
having Amazons 1n his 
party, who with their 
naked Necks, & Sleeves 
of their Arms tuck*dup 


SAINT Jerome as 


Lib. 2# adverſ. Jovi. 
habet 1n. caſtris Ama- 
Zonas, viros ad libidi- 
nem provocantes mam - 
ma exerta & brachio 

nudo, 


almoſt to their Shoulders, did > 
cite men to Libertiniſme to make 


them their followers. 


And may 


not we ſay with as much juſtice, 

that our Women, whoſe Arms , 

Breaſts, and Shoulders are naked 
and bare. are the true Amazons 
of the Devil, who combate and 
labour as much for him as for 
themſelves 2 and who fcarce ever 
overcome but for him 2 who m- 
ploy the beauty of their Body 
to pervert Souls, and: to: ſubjeck 
them to Satar : > and in a word, 

who after they have rang'd them- 
ſelves on: the ſide of the Princeot 


this world, i1nduſtriouſly 


frive ta 


ſuborn thoſe who follow the party 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 


XXII. 


Chryſoſt. 
in Pſalm. 
113, figu- 
re nud# 
D#mon 
allidet. 


[28] 
X XIII. 


I COULD wiſh that all 
Maids and VVomen were well 

r{ſwaded of the truth of what 
St, Chryſoſtome hath faid, and 
which has been juſtified by ma- 
ny Authentique Hiſtories; that a 
naked Image and Statue is the 
Devils chair, they would from 
thence conclude, that by their 
nakedneſs they do not only be- 
come the Seat, but the Throne of 
Satan; that he does not only re- 
poſe himſelf upon their Breaſts 
and Shoulders expoſed to the 
view of men ; but that he reigns 
and has an abſolute dominion 
there, and there he triumphs; 
they would then know that their 
Bodies almoſt half naked did as 
much allure Devils as they did 
the eyes of men. And as there 
are commonly many men who 
will be Jooking upon their Breaſts, 


Shoulders, | and naked Arms; fo 
there 


LE (rms TY p—_—_ 


"CJ 

there are alſo many Devils on e- 
very one of thoſe parts taking 
their poſſeſſion, and, if I may fo 
ſpeak, making there their retreat, 
their harbour, and their caſtle. 
And poſhibly being convinced 
that they are incompaſled, beſet 
and covered with many of thoſe 
Monſters, according as they ap- 
pear 1n publick more or leſs na- 
ked; poſhibly, I ſay, that this Jdea 
would make them havea juſt fear, 


| and a holy horrour at their na- 


kednels. 
xv. 


APOC. C. 16--V. I 5s 
I F IT be true that po vighas, & 
St. John teaches us in ,nodir veſtimentaſua, 


his A ocalyplis thatthoſle ne nudus ambuler, & 
4 20 | videant turpirudinem 


perſons are bleſſed who 
watch and take heed 
after what manner they dreſs 
themſelves, and who doſo adjuſt 
their Garments, as never to ap- 
pear bare, and fo diſcover their 
ſhame and immodeſty by their 

naked- 


EJuS. 


[ 30] 
nakedneſs ; may not we then ſay 
by the ſame reaſon vice vers, that 
thoſe people are not blefied, who 
do only dreſs and adjuſt them- 
ſelves to appear half naked, and 
who by their affected nakedneſs 
diſcover, let them do what they 
can, their little baſhfulneſs and 
immodeſty, and do make mani- 
f:{t the ſecret defects of their Soul 
by the Grace and Beauty of their 
Bodies: for what man 1s there 
that has ever much relyed upon a 
VVomans vertue, becauſe ſhe has 
gone with a naked Neck ? nay, 
who are thoſe Chriſtians, or Hea- 
thens indeed that this nakedneſs$ 
has not made to doubt of the In- 
'nocence of their behaviour, or 
at leaſt of the ſincerity of their 


intention ? | 
XXV. 


NONE {carce are 1gnorant , 
how that before the Advent of 
Fejns Chriſt, the greateſt Liber- 


LINES 


[31] 
tines of the Jewiſh VVomen, nay, 


even the very idolatrous VVo- 


men themſelves, made uſe of Vails Cornel. in 


to cover their Faces, their Arms, %Þ: *-\- 


and their Shoulders, every time 
that they were ſcen abroad, and 
appear'd 1n publick : and it 1s ve- 
ry well known that an Illuſtrious 
Roman did repudiate his VVite, 
only becauſe he had met her 
without a Vail out of his Palace. 
VVhat ſhame 1s it then for Chri- c.guyir. 
ſtian VVomen to have lefs reſer- apud Va- 
vedneſs and modeſty than thoſe '&* Maxe 
debauched and 1dolatrous VVo- 
men? thoſe would not be ſeen 
in publick, but they would be 
vailed, tothe end that none might 
have reaſon to ſuſpect their ver- 
tue 3: theſe will appear with their 
naked Necks without any con- 
cern for the hazarding their 'ver- 
tue, and giving perſons a jult oc- 
caſion to believe they ſcornfully 
laugh at the Maxims of their Re- 
ligion. Both of them are ſenſible 


that it 1s a mark of purity for 
them, 


£32] 
them, to be ſeen with covered 
and incloſed boſomes, the idola- 
trous VVomen hide them, but 
the Chniſtian VVomen lay them 
as open as they can to view 3 
what can be from thence infer- 
red, except it be as to this parti- 
cular, that the 1dolatrous VVo- 
men appear Chriſtians, and the 
Chriſtians Idolaters > VVhat can 


we conclude, except it 


Lib. de veland. Virg. be what Tertullian hath 
Judicabunt Arabiz foe- 


minz ethnicz , que already concluded of 
non caput, ſed faciem them, that at the laſt 
quoque 12 ora ©. Judgement, the Heather 
onnt, ut uno oculo V TI 
liberato, content? {int V Omen wil I ile up 
dimidiamn frut lJucem, againſt our Chriftian 
quam rotam facjem | | 
| VVomen, to accuſe 
proſtitucre. ; 
| them, and convince 
them of immodeſty, to demand 
their condemnation, and perad- 


veuare to obtain it ? 


XXVI. 


I I IS high time then that 
theſe vain and earthly VVomen 


| {ſhould 


[ 33] 

ſhould be delivered from their 
error, and leave off their ſinful, 
fooliſh cuſtom ; it they are not 
touched with a deep and ſerious 
repentance, ſeeing the injury they 
1 do to their Religion, and the 
hurt they cauſe to their Nergh- 
bour 3 if they have not any ſcru- 
1 ple of conſcience at difplealing 
1 God, and expoling themſelves to 
loſe their Innocence ; in a word, 
it they neglect the Beauty and the 
{ Health of their Souls, yet let 
them at leaſt take care of conſer- 
ving the Health and Beauty of 
their Bodies, of which they are 
{uch Idolizers. Are not they to 
be blamed, for putting themſelves 
upon the wrack and torture, on- 
ly becauſe they would appear to 
be drieſt up in the Mode, and to 
oive ſome Charm and Grace to 
their Breaſts, becauſe they would 
have them ſeen?to how many Infir- 
mitics & diltempersdo they not ex- 
poſe themſelves in their cverlacing 
their Gown-bodies, and fo thruft- 

D 10g 
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up their Breaſts, on purpoſe that 
they might ſhew them half na- 
ked ? how cold ſoever the wea- 
ther be , and ſharp the Air, yet 
they endure it without com- 
plaining, provided it does not al- 
ter or prejudice the Beauty of 
their Necks, or bring upon them 
Fluxes and R.heums, which are 
the ordinary cffeCts of their go- 
ing naked ; they ſupport with a 
reſolute courage and conſtancy 
the rigour and ſeverity of all Sea- 
ſons, to have the pleaſure of be- 
ing ſeen, and the hopes of being 
able to pleale. 


XXVII. 

X” od 
ALAS ! It is but too true, that . 
the VVorld and the Dezzl have 
their Martyrs 3 and might not I 
lay of them what the great Chan- 
cellor of England did; that God 
would be too blame to refuſe 
them Hell, ſeeing that they took 
ſo much pains to deſerve it? it 1s 
: with 


[ 35] 
with juſtice, ſanth that Great Man, 
that ſo fearful and tremendous a 
recompence ſhould be given them, 
for their being at ſuch unreaſon- 
able and criminal pains to make 
themſelves appear. charming by 
thoſe naked poſtures; but alſo it 
1s with an extream injuſtice that 
thoſe Women ſhould be content 
to endure thoſe wracks and tor- 
tures to damn themſelves, and 
will not be perſuaded to ſutfer 
the leaſt thing in the World for 


their own Salvation. 


XXVIIL 


HISTORY acquaints us, that 
formerly a great Princeſs was fo 
wrought upon by the counſel 
and perſuaſion that a Holy Per- 
ſon gave her to aboliſh the Mode 
of naked Necks, that ſhe was the 
firſt who began to cover hers; 
and that joining her Authority to 
her Example, ſhe obliged and 
perſuaded all at once the Ladies 

D 2 of 
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of her Court not to come into 
her Preſence, but with modeſt ha- 
bits, or at leaſt with ſuch Orna- 
ments as might not wound the 
baſhfulneſs of their Sex, although 
they made the greatneſs of thetr 
Birth conſpicuous. Would to Hea- 
ven this Treatiſe might have the 
ſame effet as that Counſel, fince 
they both do tend but to one 
and the ſame end. But if the Rea- 
ſons and Authorities that I have | 
made uſe of are not powerful 
enough to perſuade the Women 
of this Age to condemn the abuſe 
of naked Necks, I wiſh that the 
Example of this Prmceſs, and of 
ſo many Illuſtrious Perfonages, 
who advanced their Dignity by 
their Modeſty, might inſpire them 
with a holy deſire of imitating 
them. 


XXIX. 


THESE Ladicsof the Times 
are vety much deceived, if they 


think 


[ 37] 
think to derive any real honour. 
from their Beauty, which they 
diſcloſe with ſo much artifice 
and addreſs; for thoſe Aiery 
Gallants of theirs which com- 
mend their Beauties to the Skies, 
do ſuſpect them for. their want of 
innocence ; their reaſon oft-times 
diſapproves what 1s pleaſing to 
their Eyes, and at the fame. 
time that they are praiſing the 
pretty powting Breaſts which 
they are ſhewing to them, they 
do deſpiſe or condemn even thoſe 
that ſhew them. Wile and judi- 
ctous men, who know that the 
reputation of a Maid or Woman 
depends principally upon her re- 
ſervedneſs and modeſty, are ama- 
zed to fee 'cm ſo inconliderately 
expoſe themſelves to loſe and for- 
feit their eſteem in endeavouring 
to acquire it, and are much more 
ſurpriſed - at their imprudence, 
than at their Beauty. Pious and 
devout perſons havea ſecret in- 
dignation at theſight of ſuch na 
3”  . Keane 
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nakedneſs, and are forced to de- 
ny their approbation to a Mode 
fo diametrically oppoſite to the 
Piety and Spirit of Chriſtianity, to 
a Mode that Religion deteſts, 
that Reaſon blames, and even 
which Libertiniſme it ſelf laughs 
at, at the ſame time that it autho- 
riſcs 1t. ENS 


KNX. 


I WOULD willingly ask 
tieſe fair Virgins and Women, 
whom do you pretend to pleaſe ? 
whom do you defire to be eſtee- 
med of ? is it of wife and devout 
men? they do not at all ambition 
tofſeethat naked Neck which you 
preſent to them, no, they turn 
away their Eyes from it : Is it of 
theſe young, foppiſh worldlings? 
You know very well their appro- 
bation 1s not much conliderable, 
and likewiſe you are not ignorant 
that they commonly ſet Tight by 
What 1s offered them, and but 

on; ie: y 
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very little eſteem that which be- 
comes common to all the world. 
What 1s then your conduct and 
choice ? to do a thing that is diſ- 
pleaſing to one part of thoſe who 
behold you, and that does not 
gain you the abſolute eſteem 
of the others ? whereas you 
are aſſured that both the Young, 
vain Citts of the Town, and the 
wile and devout men would have 
an equal reſpect and eſteem for 
you, if you did appear before 
them with covered Necks, and 
with that modeſty which Na- 
ture inſpires into your Sex, and 
which Religion preſcribes to you, 


XXX. 


BUT I will ſuppoſe that you 
may poſiibly meet with ſome 
brave. bluſtring Gallant, who at 
the fight of your Breaſts gives 
you all his approbation, and with 
It all his Heartz can you from 
thence derive ſuch a fatisfaction 
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as to make you prond of that 
which ' ought to fill your face 
with ſhame and bluſhes ? And is 
It not rather for you a. ground 
of confuſion than of joy, not to 
be commended by any, but by 
thoſe' whoſe praiſes are not only 
to be ſuſpected of flattery, but 
in themſelves are contemptible, 
and to be ſcorn'd ? no, 1t 1s not 
a glory, but a kind of dilhonour 
only to be approved of by looſe 
and profligate wretches, becauſe 
they approve of nothing but 
what they.love, or what they do; 
and their perverſe Habits carry 
them to love, and do nothing 
but that which flatters and 1n- 
dulges them in their Luſt, and 
which is conformable to their 
wicked inclinations. 


XX XII. 


YOUR Nakedneſs is plea- 
{ing and agreeable to Libertines 
and Sinners, and therefore there 

needs 


[47] 
needs no! more to conclude that 
it excites and ſtirs up to fin, and 
that it bears the mark and chara- 
der of Libertiniſm. But without 
your Conſcience hath told you 
thus much before now, and this 
weak pglimmering light of origi- 
nal Innocence which {till remains 
in you, hath made you know in 
ſpight of your ſelves, that if it 
be modeſty to cover your Necks, 
itis then juſt the contrary to go 
with them bare and naked. Our 
firſt Parents did only continue 
naked ſo long as they remained 
in a kind of ignorance and blind- 
neſs ; and as ſoon as they had ta- 
ſted of the fruit of the 
knowledge of Good 
and Evi), the firſt evi- 
dence they gaveof their 


Tertul. lib. de Vela. 
Virg. Princzpes:.gene» 
ris Adam & Eva quam- 
diu inteileu carebanr 


knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, was 1n their 


being aſham'd of their. 


nakedneſs, and preſent- 
ly going to cover it. 


Make uſe then of your 


nud1 agebant , at ubj 
de arbore agnitionis 
guſtaverunt, njhil pri- 
mum -ſenſerunt quam 
erubeſcendum. Iraque 
ſu! quiq3 ſexus intelle- 


ctum” regmitie rſotave=- 


rut. 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and it will teach you 
that you ought to avoid a naked- 
neſs, from whence you cannot 
derive any. good to your ſelves, 
and which may be the cauſe of 
many evils and miſchiefs to you. 
Hearken tothe inſtructionsof your | 
Conſcience, and it will make you | 
underſtand that youcannot,with- | 
out a kind of Crime, affect to be 
ſeen ſo naked as now adays you 
oO, fince that Nature it felt in- 
ſpires you with fear, averſion, 
and even with horror too for na- 


kedneſs. 


XXXIII. 

AND it you will but conſult 
your Religion, it will teach you 
that all that is done out of a Spi- 
rit of Vanity and Concupiſcence, 
out of a motive of ſelt-love, and 
ſelf-complaiſance, cannot be a+ 
greeable to God, who commands 
us to be chaſte, and to be hum- 


blez and who requires of us ta 
deſpiſe, 


aloe His: 
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deſpiſe, and even to hate our 
ſelves. It will teach-you, that a 


- || Chriſtian Maid and Womanought 


to, make themſelves be known as 
much by their baſhfulneſs, ſhame, 
and modeſty, as by their Faith : 


{ and as they uns to think more 
{ how to pleaſe God than men,they 
! ought to conceal themſelves from 


* | men, and to Jay themſelves open 


before God : 1t will tell you, that 
it all the glory of the world is 
vain and idle, and to be defpt- 
ſed 3 that which you ſeek for by 
the nakedneſs of your Breaſts, 1s 
more fo than any other, not on- 
ly becauſe it 1s founded meerly 
upon the beauty -of the Body ; 
but alſo becauſe you ſeek it by 
a way that is baſe, and unworthy 
of a noble and generous Soul. 
You ſollicit, and beg, if I may fo 
ſay, the approbation of men, to 
whom you. diſcover that which 
Nature, Reaſon, and Piety coun- 
{c] and oblige you to conceal. 


XXAXTV, 
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XX XIV. 


RELIGION will tell you 
that you are the Temple of God, 
and that Purity ought to be the 
Portreſs of that Temple, which 1s 
obliged to acquit her ſelf well of 
her duty, not onely in driving 
from your minds all impure 
thoughts; but allo to remove 
from your bodies all the Jaſcivi- 
ous regards of wanton and diflo- 
Inte perſons, who diſhonour your 
Chaſtity, though they do not 
ſully it, and render you guilty at 
leaſt of a ſtrange impurity. To 
conclude, it will tell you, thar it 
3s not ſufficient for a Chriſtian wo- 
man to be pure and chaſte, but 
that ſhe ought to appear what 
ſhe is; that her Chaſtity, to be 
perfect, ought equally to ſhine 
forth and ſhew it ſelf in her Mind, 
& 1n her Body; 1n her Thoughts, 
and in her Words; and to re- 
bound, as I may fo' ſpeak, upon 

her 


[45] 


her Actions, her Locks, her Be- 
haviour, and her Appare). For if 
the Faſhion in which ſhe 1s dreft 
does bely the manner in which 
ſhe lives, one may truly ſay that 
ſhe is chaſte but in part, and that 
neglecting to acquire and pra- 
Ctiſe that which 1s wanting in 
her to have a true purity, ſhe 
puts her ſelf in hazard of loſing 
what ſhe has of pure and inno- 
cent, and of corrupting and de- 
baſing her Soul in her 1ndiſcreet 
{nhewing of her Body. 


XXXV. 


IF YOU make but a ſerious. 
reflection upon what the Holy 


Scriptures ſay, That the fear of Prov. 22. 


God is the end of Modeſty, that ag 
1s to ſay, that outward Modeſty mor De. 
gives birth to the fear of God in * 
our Soul, or keeps it and aug- 

ments it there: And if you re- 
member at the ſame time that the 

ſame Scripture 1nſ{trutts us, [hat 


the 
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the fear of God is the beginning of 
wiſdom, and the principal cauſe 
of Salvation, ought you not to 
avow that that Woman truly fears 
God, and ſeriouſly thinks how to 
ſave her own Soul, who out of 
ſhame covers both her Arms and 
Neck, who dreſles her ſelf in 
ſuch a manner, as neither to de- 
rogate from her Birth, nor her 
Dignity, nor from the quality of 
a Chriſtian 2 but who diſcovers 
by her Modeſty, that her Vertue 
is correſpondent to her Birth, her 
Dignity, and her Religion ? But 
alſo ought you not to confels, 
that a naked Neck, bare Arms; 
and uncovered Shoulders do con- 
vince a Woman of her want of 
Modeſty ? and ſo by conſequence 
accuſe her of not having the fear 
of God before her eyes ? or of 
not being concerned whether ſhe 
loſe it or no? as alſo of forget- 
ting her Salvation, or at lealf of 
ncglecting it 2 for if Modeſty in- 
duces us to fear Cod, Immodeſty 

CEr- 
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certatnly perſuades to the contras 
ry : if modeſty workin us a great 
diſpoſition to a Chriſtian lite, im- 
modeſty then muſt needs be a 
powerful obſtacle againſt itz and 
methinks the Learned African had 
Reaſon in him, in giving the 
name of Daughters of God to 
thoſe Women who went not to 
any Publique Places, and efpect- 
ally to Churches, but with their 
Breaſts covered, and their Faces 
vailed, but in calling thoſe the 
Daughters of men, who affected 
to have their Faces and their 
Breaſts expoſed to the common 
view of all men. 


XXXVI. 


WE read in Gezeſis, that God Gen-3.21- 
himſelf made unto Adam, and to 
Eve his Wife, Coats of Skins, and 
did cloath them, thereby to let 
us know that their nakedneſs 
was difpleaſing to him. We learn 
alſo from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory;that 


many 
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many Saints, not- by any means 
induring to pull their cloaths off 
of any part of their Bodies, when 
they were to go thorough little 
Rivers, Almighty God has mira- 
culouſly tranſported them on the 
other ſide, to ſhew to us how 
greatly he approved of their mo- 
deſty. What may we then inferr 
from thence, but that thoſe Wo- 
en Who ſtudy how they may 
modeſtly cover their Breaſts, and 
Arms, and Shoulders, are anima- 
ted by the Spirit of God; and 
that thoſe who affect ſuch naked 
and indecent. going, are (educed 
by a contrary ſpirit, to wit, by 
that of the Dezzl,or of the World, 
which is his Diſciple ? that God 
condemns all nakednels of Body, 
and that the Dev?] approves of it; 
that God bleſies and recompences 
thole who Scarf up, or other- 
wile cover their Shoulders, and 
that the Devil abuſes and de- 
ceives thoſe whom he perſuades 
to lay open theirs? 11 a word, 
tliat 


[49] 
that God has an averſion -to all 
kind of nakednel(s about the Bo- 
dy, and that the Devil is moſt 
pleaſed and delighted with it ? 


XXXVIL 


GOD hates nakedneſs, becauſe 
he 1s purity it ſelf; the Devil 
loves 1t, becauſe he 1s, impure : 
God hates nakednels, becauſe it 
1s a {1gn of our defeat and over- 
throw ; and the Devil loves it, 
becaulc it is a mark of his Tri- 
umph : God hates nakednels, be- 
cauſe it 1s the cauſe of ſim ; and 
the Devil loves it, becauſe it 1s a 
proof of our miſery, and at the 
ſame. time diſcovers our indigen- 
cy, and our Crime: God hates 
nakedneſs, becauſe he cheriſhes 
as, and that obliges him to turn 
away his Eyes from us ; the De- 
il loves it, becauſe he hates us, 
and makes that inſtrumental to 
our deſtruction : 1n ſhort, God 
hates nakednc(s of Body, becaule 

[9 ut 
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it is a Figure of that of the Soul, 
and it repreſents to him continu- 
ally our inward poverty ; and the 
Devil' loves nakedneſs of Body, 
becauſe 1t makes him remember, 
that by his addreſs and ſubtilty 
we have been diſpoyled of all 
the Graces which did adorn our 
Soul; fo that thoſe who love na- 
kedneſs with the Devil, do in 
ſome manner preſage that they 
ſhall be- deprived of thoſe Gra- 
ces which they poſſeſs, and ſeem 
to conſent to at ; they, as it were, 
joyn hands with the Devil to un- 
doe and deſtroy themſelves, and 
they do moſtly hate themſelves 
_ through their too much ſelt-love; 
they applaud the victory that the 
Devil obtained over Eve, and in 
ſome fort renew her crime 1n con- 
forming themſclves to the eſtate 
in which ſhe lived, as ſoon as ever 
ſhe became a Criminal. 


AXXVII. 
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XXXVINT. 


A H! Since that by the naked- 4 
neſs of their Bodies they become 
the Images of guilty Eve, why 
do not they labour to be like 
unto her by the movements of 
their Hearts 2 Eve acknowledg'd 
her fault, and deteſted it in co- 
vering her nakedneſs; why do 

| not they likewiſe cover their 
| Arms, their Shoulders, and their 
Boſoms, to ſhew that they ac- 
knowledge the fault they have 
committed 1n going with them 
bare and naked ? Eve durſt not 
appear before God, till all her 
Body was covered , and they at 
leaſt ought to be ſomewhat ſcru- 
- | pulons how they preſent them- 
e || {elves to God in theChurches with 
x | their naked Arms and Necks. In 
a word, Eve could not without 
ſhame and bluſhes ſuffer even her 
Husband to be the Spectator of 

T. | ber nakedneſs ; and they do ſeek 
E: 2 out 


[52 ] 
out Witneſles of theirs, and ſuch 
Witneſles as cannot behold them 
without danger, or without a 
Crime, and wherewith they en- 
deavour to ſurpriſe, and to per- 
vert the inclinations, in their {trt- 
ving to pleaſe them. 


XXXINX. 


I F they would but attentive- 
ly conſider all theſe things, T am 
certain they would themſelves 
diſapprove of their conduct , 
which has been condemned by 
the firſt of Sinners, and which 
apparently adds ſomething to the 
malignity of corrupted Nature. 
But we muſt indeavour to con- 
vince them by their own proper 
judgement. Is 1t not true that 
they would blame a Woman 
Whoſe cunning and artificiall 
' words lead to filthineſs and im- 
purity, and who would declare 
her felt in tuch a looſe and open 
manner, though ily and witty, 
that 


[53 ] 
that ſhe ſhould engage thoſe in 


a prophane Love, who would 
but hearken-to her Diſcourſe? 
how then can they be exempt 
from blame, who do ſhow their 
Breaſts and Shoulders at ſo ex- 
tream a rate, ſince they cannot 
poſibly be ignorant, that that 
nakedneſs muſt needs be much 
more powerful than words, to 
excite the motions of Concupi- 
{cence ? for who does not know 
that the Eyes are the guides of 
Love.z and , that it is through 
them, that it moſt commonly 
ſteals into our Souls ? If the De- 
vil ſometimes makes uſe of the 
Ear to ſeduce our Reaſon, he 
does almoſt alwayes make uſe of 
the Eyes to diſarm 1t, and to be- 
witch our hearts. Who 1s there 
but knows, that Words vaniſh 
with their ſound in'an inſtant, 
and whatever cfticacy they have 
to inſpire into us diſhoneſt ſen- 
timents, yet they want duration 
to be able to engrave them deep 

&3 into 
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into our minds? But a naked 
Breaſt and bare Shoulders are 
continually ſpeaking to our hearts 
in ſtriking and wounding our 
Eyes ; and their language as dumb 
as it is, 1s ſo much the more dan- 
gerous, as it 1s not underſtood, 
but by the mind, and the mind 1s 
pleaſed with the underſtanding 
it. To conclude, who knows not 
that the Diſcourſes of a Woman, 
if they are a ſhock to purity, do 
yet ſhock us againſt our wills, 
and give us a ſecret diſguſt, and 
a kind of averſion and contempt 
for her'that utters them? But 
the beauty of a Neck which ispre- 
ſented to our Eyes hath nothing 
which repells ir, hath nothing 
but what attracts and allures us. 
We begin to look upon it with- 
out-repugnance, we continue to 
behold it with pleaſure, we ſee 
it afterwards with emotion: and 
as'1t does not ceaſe ſpeaking tous 
in its way and manner, nor ceaſe 
ſolliciting us, and being pleaſing 

ta 
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to us, it at laſt triumphs over our 
liberty, after it has abuſed and 


betrayed our ſenſes. 
XL, 


S O that we may boldly con- 
clude,thatthoſe Young Ladiesand 
Women who make themſelves 
to be ſeen 1n that poſture, are 
more blameable than thoſe who 
by their impure and laſcivious 
Diſcourſes endeavour to ſeduce 
men to Libertiniſme, not onely 
becauſe \ they ſurpriſe more per- 
ſons by laying indifferently their 
ſnares to all the VVorld, which 
the moſt debauched Women dare 
not do by their Diſcourſes; but 
alſo becauſe, to get them Adorers, 
they make uſe of an addreſs that 
is ſo much the more dangerous, 
as it 1s more engaging and proper 
to inſpire Love, to which wiſe | 
and prudent perſons are expoſed 
by hazard, what precaution ſo- 


_ ever they take to avoid it, which 
E 4 thole 
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thoſe that are ſimple do not in 
the leaſt miſtruſt, and to which 
almoſt all young people are plea- 
{cd to yield, 


ALI. 


AFTER this, I do not won- 
der that God in his Prophets re- - 
proaching his people 
re 7,8 8. go for the greatneſs and 
renſy ad mundum_gſeiende of their 
antumuerunt, &. E- crimes, tells them, that 
5 nuda & contutione they are becomelike to 
plena, & tranſiv1 & v1- | : 
&1 re, & ecce tempus Woman who delights 
rum tcmpus amant!- _ to appear naked, and to 
216 make her ſelf be belo- 
ved; who clothe themſelves with 
pomp, ana ſtudy how to make 
their Breaſts to rife and ſwell, 
that: ſo they might ſeem more 
charming and graceful, who knew 
not indeed any time but the time 
of Loves ; that is to ſay, who did 
not believe they could better im- 
ploy their time, than info adorn- 
ng and trickifying their Bodies;as 
6h that 
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that thereby they might be able ta 
make their conqueſts. * In truth, 
it 1s 4 time of their Loves, becauſe 
'cis then that men begin to love 
them, being ſurpriſed and fſmit- 
ten with the nakedneſs of their 
Bodies ; and It 1s alſo their time, 
becaule they are ſatisfied with the 
' hopes, or the pleaſure they have 
to {ce themſelves beloved. 


XLILI. 


LE T us therefore judge from 
thence, if a Maid or Woman, who 
docs not cover one part of her. 
Body, but to ſhow and advance 
the beauty of the other, be an 
object very pleaſing and agreeable 
to Almighty God ; and who, ex- 
poling to the view of all men 
what (he ought to keep reſerv'd 
and hid, gives us juſt ground to 
more than think that ſhe- does 
conceal and cover by conſtraint 
what ſhe does not let them ſee ? 
lince God repreſents them to us 

in 
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in this eſtate as the Image & Mo- 
del of great Sinnes, ought not 
ſhe to fear leaſt this eſtate be an 
eſtate of fin to her ? and ought 
ſhe to know that it 1s a State of 
ſin to others ? fatal Eſtate, which 
contains all malignity, and which 
expreſles all the miſcry of ſinners, 
who deſtroy themſelves by too 

reat a ſelt-love, and contribute 
to the deſtruction of others, ei- 
ther by their malice, or by their 
addreſs! fatal Eſtate.' in which 
the Women do not engage them- 
ſelves, but through a Slee of 
modeſty, or of purity ! An Eſtate 
which ought to make them bluſh 
with ſhame, and which ought to 
be puniſhed with the extreameſt 

' confuſion. Therefore was it, with- 
out doubt, that after Almighty 
God had compared the finner to 
a VVoman richly adorn'd and na- 
ked, he adds, that ſhe was full 
of confuſion; ſhe has not been 
aſham'd to appear pnblickly with 
her body half naked, fhe ſhall be 

covered 
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covered with ſhame at the laſt 
Judgement, when the vileneſs of 
her Conſcience will appear an- 
vail'd, and without a covering, 
and her Soul will find it felf void 
and. naked of all Vertune and 
Grace, 


XL. 


Y OU ſee'then what will be 
the conſequence of that Naked- 
neſs which you affect, -O vain and 
worldly Women! you ſee what 
it preſages to you, 1t renders yon 
now criminal, 1t will render you 
one day miſerable ; 1t now begets 
you Lovers, 'it will raiſe you 'one 
day Enemies; and even thoſeper- 
ſous that now careſs and flatter 
you with praifes, will reproach 
you with mnjuries and blafphe- 
mies, 1n that you have been the 
cauſe:'of their Damnation ; they 
will become your Accuſers and 
vour Executioners: and for 'the 
compleat aggravation of yourmi- 

ſeries 
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ſeries, poſiibly thoſe Arms, thoſe 
Shoulders, and thoſe Necks, which 

. you and they ſo much did 1do- 
lize, will prove the Inſtruments 
of your puniſhment, and will be 
the eternal object of your rage, 

and of your deſpair. | 


. XLIV. 


BUT yet notwithſtanding I 
do not intend to place in oneand | 
the ſame rank all Women, who 
uſe to go with naked Necks,I ver' 
well know that they are not al 
equally guilty, and that the va- 
rious motives by which they Act, 
and the ends they propoſe to 

themſelves, may put a great dit- 
ference between thoſe perſons 
who commit one and the ſame 
fault. But if there may be found 
any that 1s exempt from a great | 
Crime, there 1s not one, that is 
not worthy of blame z and what- 
ſoever reaſon they may alledge 
in their defence, whatſoever ex- 
| cuſe 
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cuſe they may ſerve themſelves 
withall for their juſtification, they 
will never appear intirely inno- 
cent. For how is it poſhible for 
them to unite Innocence with 
Nakednelſs, ſince that Naked- 
neſs was the firſt mark of the loſs 
of Innocence? 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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Concerning the vain and frivo- 
lous excuſes that thoſe Wo- 
men make, who 80 with their 


nuked Necks and Shoul- 


ders. 
I. 


F I T be certain thatour firſt 
[| Parents have tranſmitted their 
Crime to all their Polterity, 
and have communicated to 
their deſcending Generations a 
natural propenſity, and "_— 

inclination to ſin; it is not le 
indiſputable, that they have 1n- 
ſired into us a violent deſire of 
extenuating and exculing all our 
faults 
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faults and miſcarriages, and of 
appearing Innocent, even then 
when we are indeed moſt guilty. 
We are born Criminals from cri- 
minal Adam, we tin as he ſinn'd; 
and as he did, we endeavour to 
Juſtifie our ſelves before God and 
men : and in the ſame manner; 
ſayes St. Gregory, as he would 
have covered his nakednefs with 
the Leaves of a Tree, ſo we do 
vainly labour to hide and perdze 
out fins by ſtudied words and 
frivolons Diſcourſes; 


I I. 


1 DO not therefore wonder 
that the Women who are pleas'd 
with going ſo naked about their 
Necks and Shoulders, ſhould ſtu- 
dy how to juſtifie their proce- 
dure, or at leaſt to excuſe 1t. But 
before I ſhall make them ſee that 
all their excuſes are unjuſt and 
unprofitable, I think it my duty 
to advertiſe them how that they 
augment 


of 
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augment and double their ſin in 
ſo obſtinately ſetting themſelves 
to excuſe it, and that they ren- 
der themſelves fo much the more 
owlty, as they fay they are 1n- 
tirely innocent. There are four 
degrees of malice 1n all fins, ſayes 
the Abbot Rxpert; The firſt is Rupert. 
when we conſent to it : The ſe- br. in 
cond, when we do it: The third, rin _ 
when we perſevere 1n it: The 
fourth, and the moſt dangerous, 
when we excuſe our ſelves, and 
defend our fin. It is by this that 
we make ſometimes a Crime of a 
{11mple Fault, and a Crime fo di(- 
agreeable to Almighty God, that 
it 1s according to the opinion of 
that great Doctor, that fourth 
{in for which God fayes that he 
will abandon the inha- 
bitants of Damaſcus to Amos. 1. v. 3: Hzc 

dicit dominus ſuper 
their. evil conduct, af- tribus ſceleribus Da- 
ter he had forgave them maſci, & ſuper quatu- 
their © ele fins, | of EEE 


thoughts, of aCtions, andof habits, 
E III. 
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III. 


I'S I T not true, that when 
they endeavour to excuſe and 
juſtifie their fault, they labour 
to purchaſe, and to give them- 
ſelves the Liberty of failing? is 
it not true that they teſtifie they 
are pleaſed with the evil they de- 
fend,and that they excite and ſtir 
up others to imitate their 1rregu- 
larity,in maintaining that they do 
nothing which can be diſappro- 
ved ? thus from their particular 
diforder would they make a pub- 
lick licentiouſneſs, and after they 
had jc1ned obſtinacy to fin, they 
add ſcandal to obſtinacys and 
thus it 1s, that they pervert the 
Women, after they have ſeduc'd 
the men, and render themſelves 
incapable, and unworthy of com- 
ing out of their error, in endea- 
vouring to communicate it. 


IV. 
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I'V. 

BUT I hopethey will acknow- 
ledge it and condemn it too, after 
the reading of this little Treatiſe, 
and knowing that an humbleand 
fincere confeſtion of our faults is 
always follow'd with pardou, be- 
cauſe it 1s an aſſured mark and 
teſtimony of\.our repentance 3 
they will ingenuoufly confeſs that 
they have done 4ll ſo openly to 
{hew their naked Necks and Shaul- 
ders. And to facilitate for them 
the means to do it, IT am reſolved 
. to examine with them the Rea- 
ſons which they alledge for their 
defence;that iſo they may acknows 
ledge with me, that the Dew to 
this preſent time has put upon 
their minds the veil which they 
ought to have put upon their 
Necks and Shoulders, and that he 
has hindetred;them from difcover- 
ing the Truth, in perſuadmg them 
to expole their bodies halt naked 
to publick view. . A 7 
F 2 V, 


[ 
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V. 


The Firſt Excuſe. 


AND among the Excuſes they 
bring to their defence, there are 
ſome that are common to Maids 
and Women, and there are ſome 
that are to be particularly ap- 
propriated to the one and the 0- 
ther. The firſt, and the moſt ge- 
neral is, the Mode and Cxſtom. It 
1s permitted us, ſay they, to do 
what others do, and 1t 1s not on- 
ly in one Town or City, butait is 
in divers Kingdoms, that Maids 
and Women do go in publick 
with their naked Necksand Shoul- 
ders, and this uſage is not fuch a 
one that has been introduced with- 
1n theſe few years, but has been 
known for many Ages; ſo that 
one cannot condemn it without 
drawing up a Bill of Indictment 
againſt whole Nations and Gene- 


It ſeems : 
It is not ſo rations. 


new in France as In England. 


VI. 
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V I. 


I F this Reaſon be receivable, 
there 1s not any diſorder which 
ought not to be approv'd of, and 
authorized, becauſe all abuſes are 
neceſfarily introduced by uſage 
contrary to Reaſon and to Law, 
which by ſucceſtion of time pal- 
les inſenſibly into Cuſtom. Thus 
Cuſtom only is ſo far from being 
a proof of the Juſtice of the U- 
ſage, that it is a preſumption that 
it 15 unjuſt ; and when this Uſage 
1s evidently oppolite to what Rea- 
{on counſels us, and the Law pre- 
ſcribes us, it cannot ſerve for an 
excuſe to the evil which we do 
in following it, and it only proves 
that in following it we Continue 
to do evil, 


VIL 


JESUS CHRIST, ſayesTertul- 
l7an, is not called the C:ſtome, but 
2-42 the 
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the Truth ; and we may fay that 
the World is not call'd the Trzth, 
but the Cuſtom 5 1t cannot eſta- 
bliſh its Maximes but upon Cuſtom, 
becauſe they are not ſtrengthned 
but by Error 5 but Jeſus Chriſt 
hath eſtablifh'd his Lawes with- 
out the ſtccour,and contrary to the 
Aiithority of Caſtom, becaviſe they 
are founded upon Truth. Upon 
Truth, againſt which not any C#- 
ſtom can preſeribe, which Men and 
Devils may attaque, but are not 
able to deſtroy z and to which 
neither length of Time, nor au- 
thority of Perſons, nor difterence 
of Places can do any prejudice. 
So that as we cannot without a 
Crime quit a Cyſtom which Rea- 
ſon and Truth have introduced 
and authorized, we ought to ſet 
our ſelves againſt a Cuſtom which 
Truth and Reaſon both condemn; 
otherwiſe *tis leſs to approve of 
Cuſtom than Error, it is to ac- 
ctiſtome our ſelves to do ill. In- 
itead of diminiſhing our fault, it 

Ig 
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1s to augment the number of guil- 
ty Souls in imitating thoſe who 
have before us obſerved: this evil 


Cuſtome. 
V III. 


I T was upon this Foundation 
that the great St. Chry- 


ſoſtome, condemning the Cn bm = 


manner of the dreſſes ;jvj adducere conſue- 
of new-married people tudinem : nam fi ma- 


os . lum eſt ne ſemel qui- 
of his time, AS being dem Mn ns 


contrary to Chriſtian fic ornanda ſponda eſt, 
modeſty, anſwer'd thoſe uh — _ 

bo - Cc | dt, Os 
that objected to him g$4q propter hoc ma- 


that they followed the xime deflendum eſt 


R © quod inconſuctudinem 
Cuſtom; that the De- 2 Dion 


vil being the Author 
of this Cuſtome, they ought to 
gn and groan to ſee it cſtabliſh- 
ed, and not to continue in the 
practice of 1t 3 that ſince 1t was 
an evil to be apparell'd in the 
Mode and Faſhion of thoſe Brides, 
they ſhould be ſo far from conti- 
nuingin daing it, that they ought 
F 4 9 


—— — — 
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to deſire it had never been done; 
and to believe that an 11] mode 15s 
but too much obſerved, when it 
1s but one time followed. 


I X. 


'TIS then in vain that Maids 
and Women do labour to excuſe 
thew nakedneſs by the Authority 
of Cuſcom ;ana the more they pre- 
tend that the Cuſtom 3s ancient, 
the more they contribute, with- 
out thinking of 1t, ro augment 
their faults; It 1s ancient 'tis true, 
and {o ancient that it was before 
Chriſtianity it (elt, It 1s a Cuſtom 
that many Idolaters have at all 
times approved of, and which the 
Devils themſelves have taught the 
Women, according to the opint- 
on of Tertullian, and ſome other 
Fathers of the Church. So that 
the Women who would fain make 
the Antiquity of this Cuſtom 
ſerve for their Juſtification, im- 
prudently accuſe themſelves tq 
be 


\-..5 By 
be the Diſciples of the Devil,and 
and the Apes of Heathen Women, 
to prefer the diſorders of Pagan- 
i/me to the rules of the Goſpel, 
and to be willing to continue the 
abuſe which TFeſws Chriſs came 
with a deſign to deſtroy. 


R. 


W E may likewiſe aſſure them, 


that when they. preſume to leflen 
their Sin,in ſaying it 1s but a con-+ 
ſequence and an ordinary effect 
of a long Cuſtom, that they confels 
againſt their Intention, they ex- 
poſe themſelves to a puniſhment 
that 1s both more haſty and great: 
for who is ignorant that the more 
an evil Cuſtom is ancient, the more 
it hath irritated God's wrath? And 
who knows if God at laſt being 
wearied with ſceing for ſo long a 
time the Chriſizan Maids and Wo- 
men, who are a {hame and ſcan- 
dal to their Religion by their 
nakedneſs, and who'do labour to 

renew 
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renew a picce of Idolatry in get+- 
ing to themſelves Adorets, and in 
ſhewing rhemſelves 1n the Tem- 
ples and places of worſhip a- 
dorn'd and naked juſt as Idols; 
who knows, I ſay, if God being 
weary with all theſe diſorders, 
will not convert his patience into 
fury ; and if after h- hath pardon- 
ed even to this preſent time thoſe 
who have committed them, he will 
not ſacrifice to his Juſtice thoſe 
who go on to commit them fur. 


ther ? 


A I, 


WELL then, once morel ſay 
it is 1n vain that thoſe Maids and 
Women who make a profeſſian 
of Chriſtianity, alledge as an ex- 
cuſe for their nakedneſs, the Ex- 
ample axd Cuſtom of many Ages. 
If they think the Aut5ority of C#-+ 
ſton can jultify them, they muſt 
then confeſs in ſpight of all reſi- 


ſtance, that the Authority of Cuſton 
Cal 
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can condemn them; and upon 
this foundation, it is eafie to corti- 
found them,and to convince them 
of Errour. They alledye a cri- 
minal cuſtom, there is oppoſite to 
it a holy cuſtom; They alledge a 
cuſtom which is repugnant to the 
Maximes of our faith, the oppoſite 
to it 18 a Cuſtom conformable to 
the precepts of Jejxs Chriſt; They 
alledde a Cuſtom which the 
worldly and licentions Women 
have practis'd according to the 
Examples of Idolaters 3 The op- 
poſite to 1t 1s a Cuſtom which the 
true Chriſtians have always fol- 
low'd,to diſtinguiſh them from T- 
dolaters. Since that they will re- 
oulate themſelves upon Cuſtom, 
they muſt of neceſſity chooſe one 
of the two, and by their Choice 
they range themſelves either on 
the ſide of Heathen Women, and 
thoſe that are paſt all ſenſe of 
ſhame and modeſty, who have ap- 
proved of the uſe of naked 


Necks and Shoulders, or elſe on 
the 
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the fide of Chriſtian and modeſt 
women who have allways had a 
horror to appear half naked. Alas! 
will not they be aſham'd to let all 
the world know that they have 
no reſpect for a Cuſtom but when. 
it is an ingagement to a 'Crime, 
and that they do diſapprove it 
when it does ſet us at a diſtance 
from vice, and leads us on to pt- 


ety ? 
X IT. 
The ſecond Excuſe. 


THEY fay for a ſecond Excuſe, 
that it 1s not expreſsly forbid in 
Scripture to uncover ones neck, 
and therefore they don't think 
they do amiſs in going ſo. We 
muſt confeſs that luſt 1s very in- 
duſtrious,as ignorant and as blind 
as it 1s! Sometimes it hinders us 
from knowing vertue in darken- 
ng to us the illuminations of rea- 
{on and faith; Sometimes it per- 
ſuades 
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ſuades us that vice is unknown to 
us although we have a perfe& 
knowledge of it, and making an 
equal uſe of thoſe darkneſles to 
conceal from us the good that 
we ought to do, and the evil 
which we have done: It makes 
us fall into Sin, either by a grofs 
19norance, or by an 1gnorance 
that is voluntary. And to which 
of theſe two ignorances ſhall we 
Impute, or rather to which of 
them ſhall we not 1mpute thoſe 
Maids and Women, who ſay that 
they do not believe they have 
done amiſs in ſhewing their nak+ 
ed Necks fo as they have done? 


X IIL 


_ ARE not they guilty ofa groſs 
and criminal ignorance, it after all 
that the Miniſters do continually 
preach 1n their Pulpits, after all 
that the Jearned Doctors do teach 
in their books, after all that the 
Confeſlors fay in their tribunals, 

after 
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after what they have promiſed in 
their baptiſm, after what Jeſas 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles have com- 
manded them, and after what the 
Church hath preſcribed them, 
they do not know that it 1s ther 
duty to be and appear chaſt, and 
to juſtify the Innocence of their 
manners by an Exteriour mode- 
ſty ? are not they guilty of an at- 
fected ignorance, whieh 1s with- 
out doubt the fatalleſt of all igno- 
Tances, 1f to the prejudice of the 
promiſe they have made to God 
in their Baptiſm, and knowing 
that Jeſ#5 Chriſt, the Apoſtles, the 
Church, the Miniſters, the Con- 
fellors, the DoCtors and gener- 
ally all perſons of Piety do con- 
demn this nakedneſs, they 1ma- 
gine themlelves to be able with- 
out a crime to approve of them 
by their deportments and by 
their conduct ? 


AIV, 


[79] 
X IV. 


WHEN the holy Seripture 
teaches them, that the firſt Wo- 
man as Criminal as ſhe was, was a- 
ſham'd to ſee her ſelf naked, does Gen <4. 3, 
not {he teach them that they can- 
not-be innocent,and take a pride 
in making themſelves to appear 
in ſuch a naked and indecent po- 
ſture? when the Scripture pro- 
pales to us a worldly Woman, 
who goes with uncovered breaſts, gzek. c. 
as the model of Sinners, does not 16: 
ſhe reproach them for the ſin they 
commit 1n ſhowing their ſnowy 
and mountainous hills to all ſpe- 
Ctators? when the Scripture com- 
mands Maids and Women to cover 
their heads, and-faces with a ve], 
daes it not then by an argument 
2 fortiori command them to hide 
their Necks and their Shoulders? 
In a word, when the Scripture ex- 
harts them to be modeſt, and a- 
dorned with ſhame, rather than i Tim. :. 

with 


[85] 
with gold, and pearl, and preti- 
ous {tones, does 1t not point out 
to them that they ought no leſs to 
avoid immodeſty than impurity, 
and by conſequence that they 
ought carefully to avoid going 
with naked Necks and Shoulders, 
which isno leſs an effeCt of impu- 
rity than of immodeſty ? how can 
they then without abuſing them- 
{clves,and putting a vile cheat up- 
on their reaſon and their ſenſes, 
excuſe the abuſe of nakedneſs,un- 
der pretence that 1t 1s not ex- 
preſsly forbud by the holy Scrip- 


ture e 


X V. 


BU TI alſo how can they ſay, 
without belying themſelves, that 
they do not believe they do ill 
in diſcovering one part of their 
bodies, fince that the attractions: 
of Grace which they reſent, the 
rules of their faith. which they 

know, the Maximes of their Reli- 
g10N 


[81] 

g10n Which they are not ignorant 
of, and the movements of nature 

it ſelf, the ſecret impreſſions of 
which they are ſenfible of in 

{pight of themſelves, do reproach 

them for their doing 111? They 

have enough to do to indeavour 

to ſtifle the voice of their Conlſci- 

ence, 1t will continually tell them 

that modeſty and baſhfulneſs are 

the natural appavage and portion 

ot Women, that they betray the 

intereſts and the glory of their 

lex when they ſuffer them(clves 

to be ſeen with their bodies halt 
naked, that all Women are as to 

this regard naturally Chriſtians, 

and that they ought to do ſome 

violence to the in(tinct and inclt- 

nation-to hide their breaſts, which 

nature inſpires them with, to fol- 

low the irregularity of the mode 

which follicites and ſtirrs then 

up to uncover them. 
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[82] 
X VE. 


THE world it ſelf to which 
they would be conformed, con- 
tributes to convince them of their 
evil faith, and to make them ſee 
that they do know the evil which 
they commit: for 1t 15 certain 
that the cajoling complaiſance 
and gallantry ( wherein conliſts 
the moſt innocent Air and Spirit 
of that which they call the world 
and the age, ) it is certain, I ſay, 
that the moſt innocent cajoling 
complarſance and gallantry, either 
ot worldly men, or women, 1s 
moit uſually terminated in the 
prailing of the beauty of thoſe 
parts which are molt open and 
expoſed to common view. And 
both of them know by a fatal ex- 
perience that prop':ane Love pla- 
ces 1t {cit upon a fair Neck as up» 
on an Eminence, from whence it 
attacques us vith advantage; 
that It reniains there as upon a 

throne 


[83] 
throne where 1t pleaſurably exer- 
ciſes its domination) that 1t takes 
Its repole there as upon a bed 
were it combates without. pain, 
and where 1t triumphs without 
imploying any other arms than 


Softncls it {elf 
X V II. 


MEN do very well know how 
dangerous it 1s to look upon a 
naked boſome; and your vainand 
light Women are fenfible how 
advantagious it 1s to them toſhow 
it ; Men ſay and fay again to the 
women, how much they are {mit- 
ten at the fight of their Necks and 
Shapesz the Women know the 
pernicious eftefts which, the beau- 
ty of their Shapes and Necks pro- 
duce in the minds of men; and af- 
ter that, they dare to ſay they do 
not believe they do amiſs, when 
they ſtudy as much as they can 
now they may bareall their necks 
and ſhoulders, and ſo ſhow at the 

— 4 - . mal 


Dy 

ſame time, and by one and the | 
ſame addreſs, all the beauty of | 
their ſhapes. Ought they not ra- 
ther acknowledge that they are 
ſeduced by the world which they 
love,and ingenuouſly confeſs that 
after it has inſtructed them of the 
danger to which they are expos'd 
themſelves, and to which they 
expole others by their nakednels, 
it hides from them that danger, 
when any occaſion preſents it ſelf 
toſatisfy their vanity, and to cap- 
tivate any heart? that to render 
them the more Crimina], 1t obli- 
ges them to fteign that they are 
12norant of the evils they are the 
cauſe of,and to indeavour to hide 
their faults under the z--brage of a 
falſe and pretended ignorance? 
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X VIII. 
The third Excuſe. 


THEY will anſwer me, with- 
out doubt, that they have not 
any 
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[85] 
any evil Intention when th 

make bare their Necks and Shoul- 
ders; that if there happens from 
tacnce any inconveniences, they 


} come from the weakneſs or the 


incontinence of men. And to ju- 
ſtify that their defign 1s not to 
pleaſe the world, nor to create 
to themſelves any Lovers from 
thoſe that behold them - It is ſuf- 
t1:cient, they (ay, to remark that 
| thoſe who have reſolv'd not ta 
g0 out of their doores, and who 
know that they ſhall ſee no bo- 
dy; that thoſe who are retired 
into Cloyſters, where they com- 
monly converſe with none but 
with their Nuns and Abbeſſes, do 
yet uſually go with their Arms 
and Breaſts uncovered, 


XIX. 


WEMUST confeſs that all 
Love which hath only the crea- 
ture for its objeR, 1s blind, wheth- 
cr it be that whereby we love 0- 
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(96 ] 
thers, or that whereby we love 
our ſelves. But if ever there be 
any one love in the world more 
blind than another, it 1s moſt cer- 
tainly that of ſelf-love, for 1t docs 
not only hinder us from blaming 
our defects, but it alfo does hin- 
der us ffom knowing them. Tt 
ſees nothing in us but what 1s 
pleaſing to it, and 1t does ſti]l ap- 
prove of both what we ſay or 
do, becauſe it does never diſco- 
ver any imperfeion to us in et- 
ther of them. 'Tis this alone 
which hath given theſe Maids 
and Women this third excuſe; 
and which after it has falſly per- 
ſuaded them that they may with- 
out Scandal and Sin appear as it 
were halt naked to the view of all 
the world, makes them belicve it 
1s a good reaſon to tay that they 
have no ev1l intention; 
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þ ®, 


THEY dare not maintain that 
their Intention 1s good, and that 
theend they propole to themſelves 
1s pious and holy, fince that what 
they do excites to impurity, and 
15 repugnant to all the Maxims of 
Chriſtian Piety and holineſs; they 
cannot ſay that their Intention 
15 indifferent, ſince that not ha- 
ving any. delign either to render 
themſelves agrecable to God, who 
has teſtified his extream averſion 
to the nakedneſs which they af- 
fect, nor to obſerve the Precepts 
of the Scripture which they vio- 
late, nor to conform themſclves 
to the Cannons of the Church, 
which they deſpiſe, nor to follow 
the ſentiments of the Saints which 
they condemn. They mult then 
neceſfarily think, either of plea- 
ling others, or of ſatisfying them- 
ſelves, unleſs they will 1ngenu- 
oully confeſs that they are in that 
G 4 Pong 
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[88 ] 
point more deprived of Reafon 
than the brute Beaſts, and that: 
what they do, they do it with- 
out any motive, and without 
knowing whercfore. 


XXl. 


I T IS difficult to conceive, 
that they are not deſirous either 
to pleaſe Men or Women, and 
that indifterently ſhewing their 
nakedneſs to all the World, they 
do not at all care whether they 
have the approbation of any or 
no. But yet for all this I will be- 
lieve it, that ſo I may pleaſe 
them, and ſuppoſe with them that 
It 15not ſo ſimply, but to ſatisfic 
themſelves. Do they think they 
are leſs guiltyby 1t? and if it beap- 
parently a vanity or ſenſuality 11 
being willing to make ones own 
felt be beloved, orcſteemed by the 
nakedneſs of one particular part 
of their body, is it not alſo a ſe- 
cret yanity and ſenſuality to take 

a de- 


[ 89 ] 
a delight and pleaſure in this na- 
kedneſs? Shame, honeſty, and 
chaſtity are repugnant to 1t, and 
therefore this pleaſure can't be 
neither pure, honeſt, nor chaſte 3 
ſo much the more as it is impoſ- 
{ible that ſhe, whois pleas'd with 
looking upon her own Boſome, 
ſhould not be at all concerned 
that others ſhould admire it too; 
ſhe accuſtoms her ſelf, without 
thinking of it, to be (een, and fo 
inſenſibly is diſpoſed to defire, 
that the complaiſancy ſhe has for 
her own Beauty, ſhould be con- 
firmed by the whole World ; {6 
that we may boldly conclude. 
that with what thoughts ſoever 
the Women do flatter themſelves, 
who love to have their Necks 
bare, their Intention can never 
be good, but is. always much 
worſe than they imagine. 


XXIL 


AND though it ſhould be 
granted 


[90] 
granted that their intention might 
be really innocent , yet would 
they not thereby be exempt from 
blame ; cither becauſe whatſo- 
ever intention they have, we are 
always tobe blamed when we do 
athing which we know 1s con- 
r Theſ. c. demned by the holy Scriptures, 
ed: by Reaſon, and by the very 1n- 
Gs. ſtin& of Nature : or becauſe ac- 
la abſtine- cording to the Doctrine of the 
©Y0 Apoſile, we ought to avoid not 
only all that is evil, but likewiſe 
all that hath any appearance of 
evil. And they cannot deny,that, 
doing the ſame thing which ev- 
en the ſhameleſs and licentious 
Women do, theix conduct does 
not bear alſo the Character of 
Shameleſnels and Libertiniſme , 
and that one may without too 
much raſhneſs, ſuſpe& them for 
being of the number of thoſe 


whoſe Example they follow. 


XXIIL. 


[91] 
XX111. 


B UT they do not only expole 
themſelves to the loſs of their Re- 
putation,, but they do greatly 
run the hazard of loſing their In- 
nocence too; their Chaſtity 1s 
even ſtruck and wounded by e- 
very glance of a looſe and wan- 
ton Eye, and their modeſty 1s 
thockt by the vain approbations 
which are given them; the {qe 
of their Breaſts does not leſs en- 
ter into their 1magination, than 
into that of the men, who con- 
{1der it attentively, and commend 
It; and, as they moſt commonly 

do, joyn the Idea of all the bo- 
dy to that of their Rreaſts, being 
perſuaded that they ſhew the 
Beauty of the one, to make that 
of the other be better judged of, 
they eafily cauſe them to be of 
thoſe ſentiments they would 1n- 
{pie them with, and ſo only fill \ 
ther minds with thetr own ne 
ut 


[92] 
but with an Image that is ſenſual, 
.. which imprints 1n their Souls by 
little and little the Inclinations 
of thoſe Libertines that behold 
them. The Chaſtity of 
_ & Sg by, a Woman, ſayes Tertul- 
_ rieginind nikl lian , when 1t 15 true 
magis timct quam fe- and perfect, does not 


1pſam, etiam foemina - fear any thing ſo much 
rum oculos pat non 

vult, confugit ad vela- AS her ſelf, the cannot 

men. endure the eyes of o0- 

ther Women ; {hetrem- 

bles when ſhe meets with thoſe 

of men, and ſhe does ſo much 

more apprchend her own eyes, 

as according 2S {he 15 habituated 

to ſee her IE naked, ſhe loſes 

the liberty of being able with 

Juſtice to blame thoſe who take 

pleaſure in fſceing her naked» 

neſs ; and in the ſame manner 

as Libertines do onely 1mitate 

her, 1n being pleasd to behold 

her CI” Breaſts, ſo does 

ſhe 1mitate the Libertines, and 

bcholds them, as they do, with 


{cnſyality. 


XXIV 


[ 93) 
XXIV. 


I DOUBT not but many 
| among them may tell me they do 
ſufficiently know themſelves not 
to fear any ſuch thing. But T will 
anſwer them, that this very con- 
fidence they have of their vertue, 
15 a great diſpoſition to them not 
to be much longer vertnous : ſhe 
that does not fear to loſe her In- 
nocence, will not be over curious 
and watchful to preſerve it, and 
the leſs precaution ſhe takes, the 
greater danger ſhe runs, and the 
more ſhe neglects the danger to 
which ſhe expoſes her felf, ſhe is 
the leſs capable to get out of it 
with ſucceſs. But how can they 
without preſumption believe they 
will not confent to any thought 
that ſhall be againſt purity, when 
by the nakedneſs of their Breaſts, 
they labour to 1mprint impure 
ſentiments in the hearts of many 
perſons ? One always participates 

a little 


[94] 


a little of the fault which one 
- cauſes others to be guilty of, and 
therefore they cannot be perfeet- 
1y chaſte, it they favour 1mpuri- | 
ty at the ſame time as they make 
their boaſts of having a horror 
for it. Do not they know by their 
own experience, that corporal 
Beauty 1s only fit to awaken Luſt 
1n us, that 1t eaſily exc 1tes and 
augments all the Ardours of it ; 
and to ſpeak the Language of the 
Fathers, that it invites us to fin- 
ful Volupty, and provokes us to 
diſhonelt Love? and are they 
1g0orant that their own Beauty 
may become as fatal to them in 
inſpiring and ſwelling them up 
with vanity, as to thole who 
thereby are intamed with Love? 
for who can believe that a Wo- 
man ſhews her Neck and Breaſts 
for any to deſpiſe them? 


| XXV., 


'T I S molt certain then that 
they 


- 
they do run the hazard of loſing 

their Innocence, when by the 

nakedneſs of their necks they lay 

ſnares for the Innacenceotf others: 

and whatever they may fay, it is 

very plain that they do expoſe 

themſelves to Sin by either a mo- 

tion of pride,or of impurity. Poſ-. 
ſibly ſome may be found who by 

a particular happinets are able to 

ſecure themſelves from erther of 
theſe Sins; but yet they ſhall not. 
exempt themſelves from the re- 

proach of being too hazardoutly 

expos'd' to commit them. And 

though, as it is impoſſible, their 
Intention ſhould be good, and 

their felf-nakedneſs' irreprehen(1- 

ble, though they ſhould remain 

pure and humble among the vain 

applauſes, and unchalt regards of 
diſlolute Libertines, yet they 
would {till be guilty of thoſe bea- 
ſtly and nauſeous thoughts which 
they inſpire them withall, and of 
thoſe evils which they caule. 
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X XVI. 


TIS T HE Dodtrine of Ter- 


tul/ian, and of the great St. Cy-: 
prian, after whom I 


Tertul, Lib. de cultu 
foem. Perit 1lle ut tuam 
formam concuplerit,& fa- 
&a es tu gladius 1111, ur fi 
culpa vaces ab invidia 
non libereris. 

Cyprian, Lib. de habit.& 
diſcipl. Virg, 

S1 tu ſumptiofius co- 
mas te & oculos in te ju- 
ventutis 1lictas ur etf1 1p- 
ſa non pereas alios ta- 
men perdas & velut gla- 
dium te & venenum pre- 
beas videntibus, excuſar1 
non pores quaſ1 rhente ca- 
ſta f1s & pudica redargu- 
ir te cultus 1mprobus & 
impudicus orcatus 


may certainly with 


Juſtice addreſs theſe 


words to them. It 
your gait be too full 


of pride, if you ad- 
juſt your ſelf with 
too much artifice, if 
you do dreſs your 
ſelfin ſuch a manner 
as to draw upon you 
the eyes of young 
wantons; know that 
you, having given 
them the killing 


glance, and the venome that po1- 
ſons them, are not innocent of 
their loſs, although you have not 


at all deſired it. You are crimmal 


although you have not committed 
any crime your ſelves, under pre- 
terice that your Soul hath net 


Deen 


L957] 
been ſullied with any impure 
thought,fince that your undecent 
garb and cloaths accuſe you, and 
your nakedneſs ſo fatal to many 
young men does condemn you. 
You are the ſword which hath 
given death to that man, who 
ſeeing your naked breaſts, hath 
fell under the temptation, and 
yielded to the Sin: you are as 
the ſtains and corruption of his 
blood 3 wherefore then do you 
flatter your felves with the 
thoughts that you arenot tainted, 
but are innocent? will it be per- 
mitted you after you have been 
advertiſed of the dreadful effects 
hich your nakednels cauſes, to 
ender your ſelves voluntarily | 
he homicides and murtherers of 
a Chriſtian Soul, without our be- 
ing able to impute any fault to 
you, whileſt that thoſe are taxed as 
Criminals who are but the Mur- 
herers of bodies, and who do it 
only through imprudence, and 
without any deſign? 

H XXVII. 
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ſaiahb, he aſſures us, that if a Maid 
or Woman drefles her ſelf in fo 


L 96] 
X XVII. 
PRAY Remember that God 


heretofore ordained by the 
mouth of Moſes, that if any one 
kindled a fire, which by an un- 
expected accident, and againſt 
his Intention, did burn the corn 
and fruits of his neighbour, he 
ſhould be oblig'd to give him a 
full ſatisfaftion for his dammage ; 
and therefore conſider and ac- 
knowledge your ſclves to be al- 
ways reſponſible for all the evils 
which the fires you kindle by 
your nakedneſs, do cauſe in the 
hearts of thoſe who behold and 
admire you. 


X X VIII. 


SAINT FJerome goes further; 
and 1n his Commentary upon 


2xtravagant and vain a manner as 
Ny 


WA 
to attrat the Eyes of Men, and 

ſtirr up unlawfal deſires, ſhe com- z;r9r. in 
mitts a Crime which ſometimes16%. 
deſerves a ſevere puniſhment, al-,,&* '< 
though indeed ſhe does not afy- tlic fi fu- 
ally her felf commit any crimg z Merquibt 
becauſe ſhe prepares and preſents 

a poifon- that may give death, 

and it ts otherwiſe than ſhe in- 
tended,-or at leaſt contrary to. 

" probability, if no body drinks 

of it« +>" 


XX1IKX. 
ALAS! according to the Do- 


Ctrine of St. Clemens Alexandrinws, 

there are many occaſions 

in which a Chriftzar fins, Lib- 7: Strom. 
| b f: h d nam f1 a le geſ(- 

ONLy DECAUIE NE GOES NOL ger, ur juber ver- 

Ivein ſuch a ſtrift and mo- bum ſeu ratio,cjus 


Xa FEES vitam ita eſlet re- 
deſt manner, as might be is vicinus, ur 


ſufficiently exemplary to non peccarer. 
reſtrany and curb thehber- 
tiniſme of Sinners, and to ſpire 
in them a ſhame and horror of 
their crimes, or a fear of the 

| H 2 Judgments 


[98] 
Judgments of Almighty God, 
What can we think .of thoſe 
Maids and Women,who by thei; 
immodeſt nakedneſs do become a 
very ſtrong and preſſing occaſion 
of Sin? who, far from going a 
bout by their modeſty to ſuppreſs 
the impure and filthy ſentiment 
Which their fight may beget in 
the hearts of Men, do renew and 
bring a double acceſſion to them 
by their immodeſty? who, far 
from doing any thing to ſhew 
their repugnancy to Libertiniſm, 
do favour and cheriſh it by ſhew- 
ing themſclves ſo ſhamleſsly nak- 
E - þ 


XK XX. 


AS THERE is nothing 
more divine and ſpiritual than to 
put men at a good remove from 
vice, and to bring them over tc 
vertue; fo there is nothing more 
Diabolical than to tempt and pro- 
voke them to Sin; and yet this 


do 
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do thoſe Women who pretend to 
ſo much innocence. And in the 
ſame manner as the Devil is not 
leſs a Devil, that 1s to ſay, leſs a 
Decerver,leſs agreeable and plea(- 
mg to God, and leſs worthy of 
puniſhment, when his temptati- 
ons and efforts are unprofitable 
to him, and he endeavours in 
vain to ſeduce us; ſo may not we 
ſay with proportion, that thoſe 
Women, who tempt us with ſhew- 
ing their naked necks and ſhoul- 
ders, are not leſs guilty, when 
they do not ftir up 1n us any dil- 
honeſt and wanton affe&ion, as 
k > they do inſpire with a pro- 
phane love thoſe who caſt their 
| eyes upon them ? 
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KXX1. 


LET not them then caſt up- 
on the weakneſs and incontinence 
of men, the ſins of which they are 
the principal cauſe 3 that men are 
weak, it muſt be confeſs'd; but 

H 3 the: es 


wW uae TT © © 5 © OoQ 


[ 1co] 

therefore in all ſober -opinions 
they ought not to tempt” them. 
That men are incontinent 1t can- 
not be denicd ; but then they are 
in that ſo much the more guilty, 
as not being ignorant of their in- 
continence, they yet do ſtir them 
up to Impurity. Do they think 
that the Precept of Loving their 
Neighbour , and / of intereſling 
- 23s" Ke for their Safety, was 
only given to the men? do they 
pretend that this fundamental 
Law of Chriſtianity, was not a 
Law too for them, but that they 
are permitted to violate it with 
impunity ? they know, they own, 

and publiſh that the men do give 
ves up to the Flames of 
an unchaſte Love, and they ima- 
o1ne that 1t does not wound "Cri: 
tian Charity, and Natural Ho- 
nelty, when they voluntarily fct 
themſelves out in ſuch a looſe 
and Inticing manner, as may EX- 
cite Hlegitimate Fires ' 17 their 
Hearts. Is it not a deplorable 
6, blind- 
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blindneſs, and ſuch a blindneſs as 
does ſo much the more become 
fatal to thoſe Maids and Women, 
as 1t conceals from them their 
own weakneſs and their own in- 
continence ? 


X XXII. 


L E IT them know, thatif men 
are weak, They are ſo likewiſe, 


| and that they are not leſs incon- 


tinent than them. Let them con- 
{1der, that at the ſame time they 
tempt men, they expoſe rhem- 
ſelves to be tempted by men. 
They tempt them by the Beauty 
of their Necks, they expoſe them- 
ſelves to be tempted by their 
Flatteries and Complements; they 
inſpire them with a diſhoneſt paſ- 
ſion; the other expreſs to them 
the ardour of their paſſion they 
reſent 3 They have charm'd them 
with their Eyes; the Men bewitch 
them by the Ears: They return 
them, as I may ſo phraſe it, their 

H 4 own 
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own Coin of Love again; and 
then they always receive it with 
pleaſure,and without repugnance, 
as a thing which originally pro- 
ceeds from themſelves as well as 
from the Men, and which 1s an 
effe&t of their merit, and of their 
Beauty. 


XXXIII 


BOAST then as much as you 
pleaſe of your ſtrength of Vertue 
and your Chaſtity, ye Women of 
the Times ! who ſo freely and fo 
boldly uncover your Breaſts; ma- 

nifie you ſelves for your being 
i inſenſ{ible of the bone mine, the 
8. Gallantry, the Rhetorick, the 
it- | Janty Dreſs, the Magnificence , 
and in one word, of all that 1s 
charming to men. It 1s enough 
that you are ſenſ{ible of your own 
Charms to be in danger of periſh- 
Ing, ſince 1t is by them that they 
tempt you 5 and you cannot dil- 
cover but that you have, not on- 


ly 
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[1037 
ly a ſenſibility; but a particular 
Reverence and Value for your 
own Charmes, ſince you cannot 
reſolve to conceal them: and not- 
withſtanding all the reproaches 
which Natvre, Reaſon, Religion 

and Piety make you, you will 
make them all appear by the nak- 
edneſs of your Armes, your Necks 
and Shoulders. But if you are 
not concern'd for the Salvation 
of others, at leaſt be wiſe and 
think of your own: if you make 
no ſcruple to tempt men, take 
heed, and fear the temptations of 
men, and cover that half naked 
Body by which you tempt them, 
and which ſerves them for a Sub- 
ject and a Pretence to tempt you. 


XXXIV. 
B U T without doubt, theſe 


vain and worldly Women doe con- 
tc(8 in ſpight of all their reſiſtance, 
that the peri] wherein they en- 


gage the men 18 common with 
them 3; 


[. 104 ] 
them; and when they appear half 
naked, they do the office of the 
Devil's Champion-Wreltlers, and 
as I may ſay, they enter into the 
Liſts to combate for his Glory ; 
They ought not leſs to think of 
defending themſelves than of at- 
tacquing, and indeed they ought 
ſo much the more to fear leſt 
they fall and are worſted in this 
Combat, as they do not attacque 
men but with the Armes of Impu- 
rity, and they, as I may fay, do 
re-attacque them with thoſe of 
Impurity and of Vanity both to- 
gether. 


XRXXAXV. 


*'T I S likewiſe for their ſecu- 
rity as well as for ours; 'tis for 
their Salvation, as well as for the 
Salvation of men,that the Fathers 
of the Church and the great men 
have from age to age declaimed 
againſt Balls, Playhouſes and o- 
ther publick Spectacles where 

; Women 


[105] 

Women ſhew their Necks and 
Breaſts with the greateſt liberty 
and advantage. How 1nnocent 
ſoever thole SpeCtacles bein them- 
ſelves, they become in ſome man» 
ner criminal, in that they are ſo 
dangerous both for Women and 
Men. For the men, becauſethey 
give them an abſolute hbertte, 
and alſo a mighty opportunity of 
conſidering leiſurely and with at- 
{ tention the naked Breaſts of Wo- 
men. For the Women, becauſe 
they meet with a moſt fatal 1n- 
convemence there, and - they. da 
often find there an unavoidable 
neceſlity to hear the lewd and di- 
ſhoneſt diſcourſes of dillolute 
men, who under pretence of. ap- 
plauding their good Grace and 
their Beauty, lay Snares whereby 
to intangle their Vertue, to 
wound alſo, and weaken their 
Shame and Immodelty. 


XXX VL 
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XXXVI. 
T HIS is what the Heathers 
themſelves have acknowledged, 
If we may believeone of the great- 
0vi4 Faſt, Eſt Libertines of their Poets; and 
Tertullian Cenſors of 
Tert. Lib. de ſpe. Roe, who by the duty 


Stpe Cenlores naſcen- , 
Er iv p14 The. Of their charge were 


tra deftrucbant mor1- obliged to remedy the 
bus conſulentes , qu0- corruption of manners, 


run, ſcilicet periculum ; ” - 
ingens de laſcivia pro- and to hinder it, if it 


yidebant. were poſhible,did often- 
times deſtroy the new 

Theatres which they had erected 
to hold the people that aſſem- 
bled to them, foreſeeing, fayes 
he, that the free commerce the 
Men had with the Women in 
thoſe ſorts of Aſſemblies, would 
become a commerce of impurity 
and -defilement, and that chey 
would corrupt one the other, 
not coming thither but appa- 
rently for this deſign, becauſe 
they dreſs themſelves with ſo 
much curtouſneſs and pompous 


arr. AXXVII. 
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[ 107 ] 
XXXVII. 


FROM thence comes 1t, ſayes 
the ſame Teriul/ian, that the Great 
Pompey, after he had causd a ve- 
ry magnificent Theatre to be built, 
fearing leſt 1t might bring a ble- 
miſh upon his Reputation, and 
the people would accuſe him for 
having favour'd Unchaſtity and 
Libertiniſme , called his Theatre 
the houſe of Yexus, and made it 
to be conlecrated as a Temple, 
| to vell his fault under the covert 
of Religion. But in that he con- 
ſecrated his Edifice tothe Goddeſs 
of unchaſte Love, he ſeem'd, me- 
thinks, to hint to us, that his 
brave Structure ſhould be as-the 
Aſylum and Fortreſs of Impurity 3 
and if I may be permitted to uſe 
the expreſſion,as the Amphitheatre, 
and Scattold, where Innocence, 
Honeſty, and Chaſtity ſhould be 
ſacrificed. So difficult is it for 
men to keep themſelves innocent 
among 


[108] 
among Women that are fo glori- 
l _ ous in their Dreſſes; and naked 
'N in their Bodies; and for Women 
to conſerve all their purity in 
the company of wild Sparks, who 
make it all their ſtudy and buſi- 
neſs to flatter and pleaſe them, 
k and who entertain them freel 
Fl with the violence of their paſli- 
i ons. Both the Men and 
Nemo ad voluptarem the Women do ſtudy 
"Fam finecaf. ThE Pleaſure and di- 
bus ſuis patitur. Tert. vertiſement tm thoſe Af- 
de Spe, ſemblies, and both of 

them therefore eſteem and love 
pleaſure: and how can they avoid 
thoſe lamentable conſequences of 
the irregular affeftion of volupty 
at the fame time, when they only 
think of ſaticfying it ? 


KXXVIEL 


T HAVE not forgot that there 
are Maids and Women who think: 
they are allow'd to go with nak- 
ed Necks, at leaſt when they are 

/ mn 


[109] 
in their houſe, where there are 
none but thoſe of their own fa- 
mily, and when they are in a 
Cloyfter where they only converſe 
with Nuns & Abbeſſes : forin thoſe 
two caſes,they ſay,we cannot have 
any defign to pleaſe men; and we 
can neither cauſe ſcandal, nor in- 
ſpire any evil thonghts. It is ve- 
ry eafie to anſwer them, that 
though it ſhould be true, that in 
thoſe two occaſions their naked- 
neſs cannot prejudice any perſon, 
It is ſufficient that 1t may be of fa- 
| tal conſequence to themſelves. A 
woman truly chaſt does not only 
fear and avoid both ſtrangers and 
domeſtick eyes; but even her 
own; and ſhe who accuſtoms 
her felf to go with deep naked 
Necks, by her ufual habit comes 
not to have any ſhame of her 
nakedneſs, and by conſequence 
prepares her ſelf to make others 
fee her without any ſcruple. Tt 
1s not neceſſary that fhe be defir- 


ous to pleaſe men in diſcovering 
her 


: Eo e / R 
Y * wr won vet ey err ge 3 3p 
O20 OS 7 Gee OO ent——_—_— - - 1647 dS. 
Ws ” po ms —R ar p< _ oe er ew - Ss _ ————— ny Gr <a - a 
+ , þ a. "4 op my - _ « v + q b 
£24 ; 2 xls K or IR —" SA. Bl ou oy. _— "OR 


 o—R CC RRC Gr er 
. S Io we » ome 
q T7 ' 4 


» 17 ere or 
ww - nant terre ol rug 
_ 


7 So- ” wy 295 = fg Pe? aps : - _ 
= > => om os \. v3.09 ogy; es Ra” 4 _ w_ - 
- " - _ av _- " - 


_ hw <a =") aug ag od - ”  — y _ nat, ea = 
—— ACA _RR: £ ow ww - -- - o i 
EE II LEE ET ES © ca - - - - = 

- - w 


m_ _—I— a - 
© LIFE <a *—_— 

- _- -- a. —_— 
. - - . 


73. 46 44% SC. LCRCNYTTRDS 28: - 
= 5 Sen £4 odors = 
: - - "= ® + - 
” 


wo ao oe, any rey” 
» a . T ; - . 4 —_— _ by» ” - 1 = = _ oe 
—__—_ ErRL_CRCLR_TS. <enCAT et rr IE IE TRE ITC OE TC IE ECMO TT OL OY oo 
- 5s - bY ” ' | Sy — © -- on T: « , -— - as Ne 4 =— 7 : ſ 
= D : bf 


[110] 
her boſome, to make her ſelf guil- 
ty, It 1s ſufficient that ſhe deſires 
to pleaſe her ſelf to become ſo; 
for ſince the value ſhe hath for 
her own beauty is not of a nature 
different from that which ſhe 
may have for the beauty of o- 
thers, ſhe 1s not leſs ſenſual, nor 
does ſhe excite any motions that 
are more Innocent. 


XXXIX. 
MOREOVER, if theſe 


Maids and Women do not ex- 
pole their nakedne(s to the view of 
men, it 1s only by accident; and 
I dare fay that it is apparently a- 
gain(t their Intention: for what 
lIikelyhood is there, that the de- 
fire and indeed the habit they 
have to ſhew their Necks, ſhould 
be deſtroy'd and vaniſh, when 
they think a man ought to ſee 
them? and at theſame time there- 
fore that this habit and deſire 
ought 11 all probability to be re- 
newed 


[ 111 } 
newed and increas'd? what like- 
ly hood 15 there that they ſhould 
refuſe any oprortunity to hear 
themſclves commended for thoſe 
breaſts they are ſo ſtrangely charm- 
ed with, and which they. do 
not diſcover, but only to con- 
terve, augment, or {hew the 
Beauty of them? in a word, what 
likelyhood is there that thoſe who 
cannot reſolve with them(-lves 
to have their necks covered, when 
they are alone, ſhould take care 
to hide them, when volupty, ſclt- 
love, and vanity moſt powertful- 
ly ſollicite them to-ſhew 'em moſt 


bare and naked ? 


X L. 


BUT FROM whence have 
hey learnt, except it be from 
2rror, and a lye, or dream, that 
they cannot do any hurt to their 
amily, although they do go 
vith their breaſts and ſhoulders 


aked? may not I fay to them 
with 


Lik "VC 


Wi | | [112] 
| | _ II with Tertullian: whether 
f |; | — frter, fj- you ae a mother » Ol 
M.:- ve filia,virgo,vela daughter, or Siſter : If you 
[148 caput;f1 mater, 116 2 mother, be vail'd þe- 
"1118 propter filios; 11 TEL | 
lk foror, propter Caule of your children, be 
li: fratres; fi fila, mot any cauſe of temptati- 
if Fenesintexrares ON tO Jour Sons, do not 
perichtantur. give any W example to 
gat your Daughters If you be 
Fire. veland. ER 
a daughter, be vail'd, be- 
cauſe of your Father : if you arc 
a Siſter, cover your Neck and 
Breaſts becauſe of your brothers: 
and whatever you be, Siſter, 
Daughter, or Mother, be vail'd 
becauſe of your Servants. There 
1s No age, nor quality which ex 
empts a man from being temptec 
by the ſight of a naked Neck; 
and the Inclination that Nature 
inſpires into us for our Neigh 
bours proves oftentimes a diſpoli 
tion to the diſhoneſt love whict 


the Dezil ſuggeſts to us. 
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X LI. 


oY OF WHOM could they have 
bel learnt, but of the Father of Lyes 
ti- and Errors, that they did not 
otY ſcandalize any perſon by their 
to nakedneſs, under pretence that 
bell they are retired into Moxaſteries, 
ef where they have ſcarce any ſo- 
re ciety but with Virgins conſecra- 
1d ted and devoted to God ? Could 
they be the cauſe of a greater 
ſcandal in theChurch,than of com- 
ing to attacque Innocence even 
in its Aſplym, and Chaſtity even 
in its ſtrongeſt Caſtle; the Nuns 
are ſhut up in Cloiſters, the bet- 
ter to be able ta reſiſt the Dews/, 
and the Charms of voluptuouſ- 
neſs 3 theſe Maids and Women 
{48-inſinnate themſelves into. the Cloy- 
ll ers, and by their naked Necks 
do become | the very Devils, and 
tempters.of theſe Naxs, the very 
Miniſters and furtherers of ſenſu- 
LIE ality. Thoſe Religious Votaries 

+ Hy for 


- ". 
_—_ > pooh > aud -—- _ oa - 
Go <4 gt 19-4 - — - ” 
F< __ _— rr » - — a Pr A, --- a wont - 3 h 
- => . = = bY —_ Wn 
k - Cz 2 bM = TT ” LINES 
_ V 4 _ 


—-_ 
FA . 
= + 4 er $4, — Sci <—t erg vr b 
. 


Crr4] 


for Heaven have preferr'd a per- 


pctual priſon to the criminal Lt- 


berty which the world inſpires, 
and have 'rendred themſelves ca- 
ptive to Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo they 
might be free from the tyranny 
of ſin; but theſe Maids and Wo- 


men enter half naked into thoſe 


Sacred Cloyſters to introduce there 
the Libertiniſme of the Age, and 
to {ſhake even the Devotion of 
thofe holy Nis, to change the 
Captivity -of thoſe happy Yeſtals, 
and to make them the Slaves of 
the Vanities ofthe World, where- 


as they are now Servants to the 


Law of Jeſs Chriſt. They lollicit 
thoſe Spouſes of our God to be 
untaithful to him 3 they renew 
in their minds the Idea of the 
pleaſures they have renounced, 
and ſeem to give them a ſecret re- 


proach for having left the' world 


for God, and a private Leſlon to 
quit Gcd tor the World. Dothey 
not think they ſcandalize our 

Re 


[715 ] 
Religion as well as thoſe holy 
Nuns 2 and can they doubt but 
that they ſerve as a ſcandal to 
thoſe Religious perſons that have 
any ſolid Piety, and that they 
aie not the cauſe of your irregu- 
larities, and it may be too of the 
deſtruction of thoſe that have but 
a weak, and ſtaggering Deyotion? 


XLII. 


WHAT fellowſhip can there 
be, ſayes the great Apoſele, be- 
tween Jeſus Chriſs and Beliel? and 
what communion ought there ro 
be between the Spouſes of Jeſ#s 
Chriſt, and thoſe of Beliel - that 
is to ſay, of the world, which re- 
fuſes to bear the yoke of Jeſws 
Chriſt? Tf the looſe VVomen of 
the Age will live Ns, they ought 
to live then as becomes Nuns ; 
they ought to 1mitate their mo- 
deſty, ſo far ſhould they be from 
wounding their baſhtulneſs;.they 


ought to learn from them to live 
| 2 BA like 


[116 } 
like Chriſtians, ſo far ſhould they 
be from teaching them tolivelike 
worldlings; they ought to 1ma- 
vine that if there be not any men 
in Cloyſters, yet the Angels are 
there in the room of men; and 
that if they do not tempt the Az- 
gels by their nakednefs, they dil- 
pleaſe them, they offend them, 
and they provoke them. 


XLIIEL 


The Fourth Excuſe. 


AFTER this, what can there 
be alledg'd for the juſtification of 
thoſe Maids and VVomen, who 
affet going with naked Necks? 
will they ſay that they ought to 
be ſuffered to uncover their bo- 
ſome, ſince 1t is allowed that they 
ſhould go with their Faces bare, 
and that it 1s- principally by the 
beauty of the countenance, that 
they are ſurprizing to the eyes, 
and do touch the heart? It may 
ET as %S 
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be anſwerd them, It is only 
through condeſcention that the 
Church allows them to go without 
a veil over their heads, and that 
this relaxing of the modeſty of 
the firſt Chriſtians, cannot ſerve for 
a reaſon to give them greater l1- 
berty, and toconform themſelves 


| wholly to the vanities of the age. 


XLIV. 


BUT, Suppoſe it has been e- 
ver been held lawtul and becom- 
ing for Chriſtiay Maids and Wo- 
men to appear 1n publick with 
their Faces unveiled, we may not 
conclude from thence, methinks, 
that they may publickly ſhew their 
Necks quite naked alſo. On the 
contrary, we ought to inferr, that 
the Church, having only permit- 
ted them to make a diſcovery of 
their Faces, hath tacitly forbid- 
den them to let any of their 
breaſts be ſeen: and certainly, 
there1s a great deal of difference 

I 4 between 
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between baring heir breaſts, and 
ſhewing their Faccs. The natu- 
ral Socicty and civil communion 
which one has with the other, do 
require that we (hould be able 
mutually to know one another ; 

and as we cannot .be known but 
by the face, they have given a 
ja fourdation to introduce the 
cultom both among men and wo- 
men to go with their Faces bare 
and uncovered, though the wo- 
men ou7ht to uſe it with a great 
deal more precaution than the 
Men. But what neceflity 1s there 
that they thould diſcover theit 

Necks add Breaſts 2 what a 
can oblige them to 1t which 15not 
criminal? what can they mare 
known by that, except it be what 
they ought to conceal ? 


A LV. 


AGAIN FURTHER, Theres 
nothing that 1s repugnant to the 
TCLIC: ating bail tuln, {s and mag E- 


{ty 
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{ty of their Sex, in going with 
a Faces unveil'd ; and if a 
Maid or a Woman appears modeſt 
10 veiling her face, ſhe may make 
ic much more apparent, 1n diſco- 


vering a holy ſhamefac'dneſs upon 
her brow. She ſhews only that 
ſhe 18 diſcreet in covering her face; 
but ſhe may in a better manner 
inſtruct us of her wiſdom, when 
ſhe gives us the liberty to look 
uron that face, wherein the 
charms of a natural Geetneſs are 
as it were ſanctited by a prudent 
gravity, and a Chriſtian reſerve. 
In {hort, nothing is more capable 
£0 beget a reſpect and eſteem for 
their Sex, than this chaſte ſhame- 
fulncſs and bluſhing modeſty 
wliich 1s conſpicuous 1n a lovely 
Face : it ſtifles all the ſenſual ſen- 

timents which: beauty may pollt- 
bly create in our hearts, and it 
makes it ſerve as an Inſtrument to 
Grace, to moderate and qualifie 


OuN T legitimate ardours, whereas 
- Devil pretended to fortifie wa 
CON 
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concupiſcence of it, the more to 
inflame us. The eyes of a beau- 
tifal Woman, modeſtly inclin'd to 
the ground, condemns the 1ndil- 
creet liberty, and licence which 
the young men take of viewing 
her all over, and we may fay that 
they ſuppreſs and put a ſtop, do 
What they can, to the laſciviouſ- 
neſs of their looks. In a word, 
there is nothing more fit to in- 
ſpire modeſty into ſuch men as 
are molt fleſhly and licentious, 
thana prudent and a modeſt Wo- 
man, becauſe they know that to 
pleaſe her, they. muſt make them- 
ſelves like unto her, and nothing 
can better convince them of her 
Wiſdom than the modeſty that 
appears on her face. 


XLVI. 


THOSE Maids and Women 
then are not tobe diſapproved of 
who walk with their Faces un- 
veil'd, fince it 1s by that princi- 

pally 


C121] A : 


pally that they may appear what 
they ought to be. But by this fame 
reaſon we ought to blame thoſe 
who ſhew their naked Necks, be- 
cauſe they are repugnant to the 
natural baſhfulneſs of Women, 
and hinder not only a Woman 
from being truly modeſt, but even 
from appearing ſo. It is alwayes 
to be ſuſpeCted, that her referved- 
neſs 1s feigned, when ſhe will ſhew 
thoſe marks that make her ſeem 
to be loſt to all ſhame, and her 
attected gravity will paſs for an 
hidden hypocrifie , whil'{t that 
ſhe'll be endeavouring to make 
men fall in love with her, in pre- 
tending to neglect and deſpiſe 
their approbation: For there 1s 
this third difference between a 
Face unveiled and a naked Neck, 
that the beautiful face moſt com- 
monly cauſes ſurprize, and does 
not give leſs reſpect and admira- 
tion than tenderneſs: but a beau- 
tital breaſt ſeldome or never be- 
z£ts other than ſenſual —_— 
an 
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and. diſhoneſt ſentiments, either 


becauſe there cannot appear there 
either modeſty, reſervedneſs, or 
ſhame, as there does upon the 
face; or becauſe it only preſents 
to the mind a Corporeal and fleſh- 
ly Idea, which cloggs it, and fo 
ſtraight carries it out to ſenſuali- 
ty; and that the face being the 
exteriour Seat of the Soul, and as 
its table, it ſufficiently poſleſles, 
recreates, and fatishes the mind, 
and thereby 'oft-times diverts 
it from forming any criminal 
thoughts: or laſtly, becaule God, 
having a regard to this almoſt 1n- 
evitable neccſſity wherein young 
Maids and Wamen are caſt, of ap- 
pearing ſometimes with their faces 
uncovered, either to make them- 
ſclvestobe known, or to approach 
the Sacred Table, he, a the 
beauty of the face from becom- 
ing either {o ordinary, or fo pref- 
ſing an occaſion for men to fin, 
as the beauty of their Necks, 
which they diſcover without any 

11C9 


Dr23J. 
neceſlity, and almoſt always out 
ofa motive of ſelt-love, of ſenſ(u- 


ality, or of vanity. 
XLVIL 
The fifth Excuſe. 


| AFTER we have. examin- 

| cd the Excuſes that are common 
to Maids and Women who have 
accultomed themſelves to go with 
naked Necks.,it 1s ealie to anſwer 
the' reaſon which both of then 
bring ſeparately. The principal 
or rather the only one that 1s 
proper and peculiar 'to Maids, 
confiſts 1n- ſaying that God and 
their own 1nclination calling 
them to marriage, they may-in- 
nocently make ufe: of all their 
beauty to inſpire love, and to in- 
gage ſome young 'man in tus. 
Courtſhips to them, ſo much the. 
more as they are molt an end led 
by their ſenſes, and are moſt ea- 
fily ſmitten by the eyes. : 

XLVIIE 
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[124] 
X LVI1II 


T HIS Reaſon might be poſ- 
ſibly receivable from the mouth 
of a Heathey Maid, who knows 
nor acknowledges - any other 
Laws than thoſe of corrupt Na- 
ture, and of a prophane Religi- 
on. Thoughit may be objected to 
her with Juſtice that ſhe Ecchpſ- 


& the glory of her virginity, 


which makes her ſo highly to be 
valued, when ſhe renounces mo- 


_ defty, which .is. as the Gardian- 


neſs of that virginity. Though 
it may be anſwered; her, . that her 


own proper {elf betrays her ſelf, 


and ſhe does a wrong to her Cha- 
ſtity by her own' beauty; fince 
that a Virgin. ceafes in ſome-ſort 


to: be fo, when but by her own 


fault ſhe may be - otherwiſe, and 


nim virgo that-:the naked neck ſhe ſhews 10- 
deſmir ex rfferently :to.all the world, gives 


quo poteſt 


non eſle 


athers occafion to believe that if 


Tet. de ſhebe chaſt of body, poſlably ſhe 
vela Virg. | AER | T5 


[125] 
is not ſo in mind. To-conclude, 
though it may be ſaid by way of 
reproach, that the too earneſt de- 
fire ſhe diſcovers to be a Woman, 
may make one preſume that ſhe 
1s not an intire virgin, and that 
ſhe has already you her ſelf ma- 
ny huſbands before any one hath 
offered to be ſo to her. 


XLIX. 


BUT can a Chriſtian Maid, 
without forgetting what ſhe 1s, 
ſay that ſhe ſeeks a huſband by 
the nakedneſs of her body ? This 
1s to bring to the marriage a dif 
poſition abſolutely contrary to 
the purity that 1t demands: ſince 
it being a perfect Image of the u- 
nion of Jeſws Chriſt with his 
Church, it ought not only to be 
contrafed without impurity, but 
to bring it about by ways that 
are intirely pure and innocent. 
Theſe are the Virgins which chiet- 


ly adorn the Church, & it belongs 
© 
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T HIS Reaſon might be pol- 
fibly receivable from the mouth 
of a Heathen Maid, who knows 
nor acknowledges + any other 
Laws than thoſe of corrupt Na- 
ture, and of a prophane Rehigi- 
on. Though it may be objected to | 
ber with Juſtice that ſhe Ecchpſ- 
&s the glory of her virginity, 
which makes her ſo highly to be 
valued, when ſhe renounces mo- 
deſty, which: is. as the Gardian- 

_ neſs of that virginity. Though 
it. may be anſwered; her, . thather 
own proper {elf betrays her ſelf, 
and ſhe does a wrong to her Cha- 
{tity by her own'beauty; fince 
that a Virgin. ceaſes in ſome-ſort 
to: be ſo, when but by her own 

Ex itlo e Ault ſhe may be - otherwiſe, and 

nim virgo that-the naked neck ſhe ſhews 40- 

deſmir ex differently to.all the world, gives 

þ os Ix ethers occaftion to beheve that if 

Tt. de ſhebe chaſt of body, poſhbly ſhe 
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is not ſo in mind. To-conclude, 
though it may be ſaid by way of 
reproach, that the too earneſt de- 
fire ſhe diſcovers to be a Woman, 
may make one preſume that ſhe 
1s not an intire virgin, and that 
ſhe has already hy her ſelf ma- 
ny huſbands before any one hath 
offered to be ſo to her. 


X LI1X. 
BUT can a Chriſtian Maid, 


without forgetting what ſhe is, 
ſay that ſhe ſeeks a huſband by 
the nakedneſs of her body ? This 
1s to bring to the marriage a dif- 
poſition abſolutely contrary to 
the purity that 1t demands: fince 
it being a perfect Image of the u- 
nion of Jeſws Chriſt with his 
Church, it ought not only to be 
contrated without impurity, but 
to bring it about by ways that 
are intirely pure and innocent. 
Theſe are the Virgins which chiet- 
ly adorn the Church, & it belongs 

© 


mo "F=xEO } 
to the Church principally to a- 
dorn them ;3'It belongs to Her, 
and to her Miniſters, rather than 
to the Mode and the perſons of 
the age, to regulate their habits, 
and their Ornaments, their meen 
and conduct, becauſe it is Jeſus 
Chriſt they ought to pleaſe, rather 
than the woild. It 1s for him 
that they ought to demand a huſ- 
band,and it 1s fiom him that they 
ought to receive him. 


L. 


THERE 1s not one among 
them but fay Marriages are made 
in Heaven, before they are con- 
cluded on, on Earthz But: yet 
they will take care that Heaven 
ſhall have no hand (as we fay ) 
1n their Marriage,it they can pot 
fibly helpit, when they make uſe 
of {o impure a means to get them- 
{elves Married as that of naked- 
neſs : and. methinks, it is not 
from the hands of Jeſzs Chriſt,but 


from 
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[127 ] 
from thoſe of the f:iend of Leach- 
ery, Asmodens, that they reſolve 
to take a huſband. They have 
Wrecoutrſe to the only Charms of 
MW thcir beauty inſt.ad of addiels- 
Wing themſelves to prayer; and 
from thence no doubt it comes 
that they loſe the eſteem and affe- 
Chon of their huſbands accord- 
ingly as their beauty diminiſhes. 
How proud and haughty ſocver 
they appear, yet they diſcover a 
baſeneſls and ſubmiſhhon, when 
they reduce them(ſclv-s even to 
go half naked, and all that they 
may be able to pleaſe a man. 
And therefore it is poſhbly, that 
(7od, to whom this nakednels is 
lo diſpleaſing, permitts them to 
find in that man a Maſter who 
treats them 11], avd not a huſband 
who loves and cheriſhes them. 


LI. 


'TIS from God only, fays So- 
omon, that men can receive 


K a 


_-[-F20 Þ 
— - a wiſe and prudent Woman 
Domus & Divitiz for their wife, and fo it is 
dantur a paren- ; 
tibus, 4 Domino he only that can give a 
aurem propriE WOman a rich,a loving, and 
_ OT” faithful man for her hus- 
—_* -- band. andif you demand 
of me what a Maid ought to do 
#8. to obtain of God this husband, 
{il and foto leada happy lite in mar- 
| _ riage, I will anſwer you with the 
ſame Solomon,that the both ought 
to be, and to appear modeſt. 
Fins Modeſi ie diwiiie OO gloria 
_ Q+ vita. Prov. 22, 4. 


LII. 


 _ WHAT then do you think 
on, Chriſtian Maidens, when you 
wound modeſty by your naked 
Necks? do you not know that 
when God makes marriages, it 1s 
but for the mutual happineſs of 
both the marricd parties? and e- 
ven as he gave a woman to the 
firſt Innocent man, to have a 
care of him ; and to afliſt him in 
Do his 
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[ 129 ] 
his labour; to lellen his troubles, 
by partaking of them, and to 
augment his pleaſures, by partici- 
pating with him: ſo moſt com- 
monly he gives a wiſe and modeſt 
Maid a Husband to be a comfort 
and ſupport to her, to be her Pro- 
teftor, and her Father. Can you 
be ignorant that Marriages are al- 
molt alwayes unfortunate, when 
the World 1s the Author of them, 
when Voluptuouſneſs or vanity 
have been, as I may ſo ſpeak, the 
Factors, and makers up of them, 
and that the men have not been 
engaged to them but by ſome ſen- 
fnal paſhon which the nakednels 
of your bodies have {tirr'd up 1n 
them ? 


SI114 


Y OU have only then to chooſe 
cither to be 1n all probabihty hap- 
py, if you will be mindful to 
pleaſe God by your reſtrain'd garb 
and carriage, that ſo you may 

K 2 pleaſe 


[130] 
pleaſe a Man, and make him the 
witneſs and approver of your mo- 
deſty, before he be your husband: 
or of evidently expoling your ſclf 
to be miſerable, if without ever 
taking any heed to gain the e- 
ſteem of thoſe whom you deſire 
for your husbands, you cndea- 
vour only to beg-t in them a fool- 
ſh love, which molc an end goes 
out of the miiid as calily as it en- 
tred into it, and which is almoſt 
as {001 over, as the enjovment of 
the plcaſurc whici 1s propoſed? 


LIV. 


IT IS no difficult thing to 
judge which {ide they o_ to 
tollow, if they are but reaſonable 
creatures, and mean to be happy 
 1n the Marriages they aſpire to. 
And we may be ſure of this, that 
they may be ſo, they ought to 
keep their Arms covered, theit 
breaſts conceal'd, and their ſhoul- 
ders not expoſed to the view of 


men, 


[73x] 
men, fo far ſhould they be from 
ſhewing them as now they do. 
Mcn make a great deal of difte- 
rence between a Curtilan, or a 
light woman, and a Wite ; they 
love that nakecneſs in thoſ« whom 
they look upon as the former, but 
do extremely diſapprove of it in 
thoſe whom they defire ro make 
$| thew Wives. Nothing more plea - 
ſes them in a Maid, than a modeſt 
gravity, and a natural beauty, 
fl without Art, and ſtudied wayes 
of ſetting it out. Tis only their 
| irregularity and their paſhon that 
ſometimes approves of Womens 
naked breaſts and ſhoulders; their 
BK reaſon and their prudence always 
| condemns itz they know that 
| that proceeds from one and the 
KM ſame principle of being deſirous 
to look upon a fair Neck, and of 
© aticting to ſhew it : and as they 
MW are ſenſible by themſelves that 1t 
1s moſt difticult to behold it ivno» 
cently and with pleaſure, ti.ey 
judge that Maid who is io p'eas'd 
K 3 with 


[132 ] 

with having it ſeen by them, not 
to be ſo innocent as {he would 
fain appear, and be thought for, 
And as they cannot doubt but this 
15 a great ſign of piety and devo- 
tion in a young man, when he 
bluſhes at the fight of a naked 
neck, and avoids the looking on 
1t, they are convinc'd that a Maid 
1s pious and devout, when ſhe 1: 
aſham'd to uncover her breaſts, 
and therefore keeps 1t equally 
from her own ſight, and that of 
others too. Es 


L V. 


 O PRUDENCE of the Fleſh, 
how blind art thou, and how de- 
cciving! the Maids of this - Age 
pretend to ſccure and advance 
their Marriages by the nakedneſs 
of their Necks ; and it 1s by that 
they deferr them, or it may be 
totally hinder them ; they are not 
careful in plealing God, through 
the hopes of their being able to be 
| pleaſing 


[133] 
plealing to man; and God ſuffers 
them to appear leſs amiable to that 
man, by that means, by which they 
labour ſo much to pleaſe him; they 
loſe his approbation and eſteem, 
in defiring to ſurprize his affeai- 
on, and they diſcourage him to 
marry any of them, by their am- 
bition to engage himtoit. 


LVLI 


THEY know as well as men, 
that the beauty of the boſome hath 
this property, that it almoſt con- 
tinually :nfoires diſhoneſt Senrtt- 
ments: why will they then excite 
that in others which they profeſs 
themſclves not to reſent 2 or why 
don't they believe that the men 
ſuſpect them for having the ſame 
ſentiments as they would inipire 
intothem? andif they do believe 
it, what is their blindneſs, to 1ima- 
gine that from their naked breaſts 
{hould ariſe a legitimate Love ? 
and to perſwade themſclves that a 
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man loves ſuch a diſpoſition in a 
woman which 1s propoſed to him 
for his Wite. 


L VII. 


MOREOVER, when they do 
ſo extremely attect to ſhew whate- 
ver they have of beautiful, and to 
heighten the lovelineſs of their fa- 
ces, indiſcovering the regular form 
of their boſomes, the whitnels and 
the delicacy of their necks, do not 
they make a plain indication tha 
they place all their confidence in 
the ſole beauty of their body, and 
that they have neither witenough, 
nor a ſufficient Vertue, to make 
themſtlves be admired ard loved 
or that they deſpiſe Vertue and. 
Wit incompa:e with their beauty? 
. do they account this a very Judici- 
ous way to per{wade a man that 
the rolicffon will be his felicity, 
ard that they will be fo reſerv'd 
and prudert, ſo diſciect and pious 
as a Woman ought to be to render 
her husband happy 2 

| LVIIE. 


[135] 
LVIL. 


THERE arealmoſt none in 
the Chriſtian world but know 
that Virgins are the ſpouſes of 
Jeſus Chriſt: and when we confi- 
der them in that quality, we may 
ſay that they in ſome manner are 
entring into their Second Nupti- 
als, the very firſt time that they 
are actually married. And as we 
Judge of a womans conduct in 
her ſecond marriage, by that 
which ſhe has obſerved during 
the time of her firſt, we common- 
ly do ivfer in what manner a 
Maid will live with her huſband, 
by that 1n which ſhe uſed to live 
during her virginity to Teſ#s 
C:riſt her firſt ſpouſe. If when 
ſhe is a Maid, ſhe appear wile, 
modeſt, and referved ; It is pre- 
{um'd that ſhe will not ceaſe be- 
ng fo when ſhe'1s become a wifez 
if when ſhe 1s a Maid, ſhe only 
ſtudies to be pleaſing by her cu- 

rious 
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rious and artificial dreſs, and to 
get a vain reputation of Beauty 
by the nakedneſs of her body; 
we may then juſtly fear ſhe will 
not change her humour,in chang- 
ing her condition; and we may 
perſuade our ſelves that having a 
much leſs reaſon to love and A 
her huſband than Je/#s Chriſt, ſhe 
will not be very taithful to man 
ſince {he 15 unfaithful to God, who 
would willingly acknowledge her 
for his ſpouſe. 


LIX. 
TERTULLIAN has thought 


that Virgins, no more than other 
Chriſtians could notget any glory 
and honour from their bodies, 
but in mortifying their fleſh by 
repentance, and making it to re- 
ſemble that of Jeſ#4 Chriſt, which 
was torne and wounded for our 
ſalvation. ' But methinks they 
have this advantage over other 
Chriſtians, that in golfing 18 

0d 
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God by their fleſh, in conſerving 
it pure and chaſt for his ſake, 
they may by that means make 
their bodies tend to their own 
glory: for what can be more glo- 
rious for a Chriſtian, than to con- 
tribute to the glory of Jeſus 
Chriſt? But to enjoy this great 
advantage, and to offer up to 
God a body that 1s well pleaſing 
and acceptable to him, a body 
perfetly pure and chaſt, a Maid 
ought not to expoſe it to the 
view and to the deſires of all 
men, as the body of a ſhameleſs 
and impudent Woman, but ſhe 
ought to cover it with modeſty; 
and not being able wholly to a- 
void the danger there is of ſeeing 
men, and being ſeen by them,ſhe 
ought at leaſtwiſe to avoid the 
evil there 1s 1n tempting them by 
ner nakedneſs. 


"EX. 


THEY ovghtto do ſo with- 
out 
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out doubt ; and we may ſay that 
their particular intereſt . obJiges 
them to it, ſince by their want 
of modeſty, they do not ſo much 
inſpire love, as they do diſguſt, 
and miſtruſtfullncſs, into judict- 
ous and wiſe men whom they de- 
fire to make their huſbands: and 
that only creating a paſlion in 
looſe, and diflolute, and fenfual 
men, they induſtriouſly labour 
to make themſclves miſerable by 
the huſbands that thoſe naked 1n- 
decencies procure to them. They 
ought to do fo, ſince prudence 
requires it, Religion commands 
it, honeſty and piety exact it. 
They ought to do lo, ſince that 
according to the opinion of the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, God hath giv- 
en long hair unto Maids and 

Women for no other 
Nonne 1pſa natura docet enq than to ſerve asa 
Ro aft Natural veile to cover 


nutriat ignomimia eſt 1111, . 
mulier vero fi comam their Necks & Shoul- 


gc "op nos ders; and that Nature 
it ſelf imprints into 
them 
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them a great dcfire to keep the 
length of their hair for that pur- 
poſe, that ſo they may always be 
provided with ſomewhat where- 
with to veile themſelves, when 
ever they ſhall be ſupriſed by 
the regards of any curious Inqui- 
{1tOr. 


L XI. 
The laſt Excuſe. . 


THESE Reaſons appear to 
me to be ſufficiently power- 
fal to be able to perſuade 
Women as well as Maids, to 
cover their naked necks ; But 
yet notwithſtanding there are 
many of them that will not acqui- 
elce and ſubmitt to them but do 
pretend that they may without a- 
ny ſcruple go with their bare 
necks,under pretence that it 1s to | 
pleaſe their husbands. But they 
do not conſider , that having 

recourſe 
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recourſe to this laſt excuſe, they 
do thereby tacitely acknowledge 
in ſpight of all reſiſtance, that all 
the others are unprofitable and 
ſupervacaneous: and being oblig- 
ed'to juſtifte their procedure, to 
alledge the obedience or com- 
plaiſance which they owe to thoſe 
whom God hath given them for 
their ſuperiours, they confel, 
without thinking of it, that they 
do a thing which their reaſon 
cannot defend, though their pal- 
ſion may excuſe it. When Adam 
faid to God, that it was to pleaſe 
his wife, that he had eaten of the 
forbidden fruit 5 he confciled his 
Crime in going to excuſe himſelf 
in that manner. And when 
Women fay that they go with 
naked necks to pleaſe and fatisfie 
their hutbands, they acknowledge 
and confeſs their fault in defiring 
to caſt 1t upon another. 


LAII. 
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LXIL. 


MOREOVER, I would fain 
have them to conſider, that to 
the end this excuſe might be le- 
gitimate, they ought 1n -the fiiſt 
place to be aſſured that it is the 
will and pleaſure of their huſ- 
bands to have them go ſo ; which 
's not a thing ſo cafe as they 1- 
magine. A husband 1s not leſs 
jealous of the purity of his wite, 
than of his own honour; and as, 
if he be prudent, he does never 
indanger himſelf to loſe his ho-. 
nour, ſo there 1s not any likely- 
hood that he ſhould defire his 
wife to run the riſque of loſing 
her Innocence. A husband is al- 
ways interefled for the Reputa- 
tion of his wife; ard if he be ju- 
dicious, he may very well fee 
that ſhe is much to blame, when 
ſhe drefles her felf according to 
the vain modes of thoſe women 


who wholly give up themlelves 
tO 
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to ſenſuality and fleſhlvneſs. A 
huſband, faycs Termlian, docs ve- 
ry well know what are the 
charms of his wife and there is 
no neceſfity for her to ſhew him 
them every hour; and perhaps he 
ought to wilh that ſhe does not 
by her naked breaſts diſcover to 
all the world thofe which ought 
not io be common but to him a- 
lone. 


L XIII. 


THERE is likewiſe a vaſt 


difference between what a huf- 
band (uffers and allows of, and 
what he deſires. A huſband that 
1s honeſt, and has a kindneſs and 
afiection for his wife, may permit 
her without any inquietude, or 
complaint to go with her neck 
bare; but it does not follow 
herefore that he defires and com- 
mands it. And yet it this huſ- 
band does not declare expreſsly 
to his wife that he will have her 
g0 {0 uncovered, but he only to- 

lerates 
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crates it, ſhe 1s to blame to al- 
edge for her defence the will of 
her huſband, fince that inſtead of 
conforming her ſelf through re- 
ſpe to his deſires, as ſhe would 
fain have the world believe of 
her, 1t 1s he that through his ten- 
derneſs and love lets himſclf be 
carried over to her humour. 


LXIV. 


IN THE ſecond place, if it 
be only to pleaſe her huſband, 
that ſhe goes with naked breaſts, 
why does ſhe unveil and diſco- 
ver them in any other preſence 
than in that of her huſband? In 
the third place, we will ſuppoſe 
alſo that her huſband ſhould com- 
mand her to go in publick with 
her naked neck, ſhe ought to do 
lo through pure oben to 
make herſelf innocent ; but ſhe 
ought to do it with ſome ſecret 
repugnance, knowing the danger 
to which ſhe expoſes her ſelf: and 

7 Bo thoſe 


EX]... 
thoſe who behold her. But .if, 
on the contrary, ſhe does it with 
Joy and pleaſure, 1t 1s an evident 
ſign that ſhe 1s leſs 24 64-v1 of 
obeying the will of her huſband, 
than of ſatisfying the paſſion ſhe 
has to appear beautifu], and ſo to 
inſpire love. When her huſband 
commands her ſomething that 
thwarts and croſſes her Inchnati- 
on, ſhe finds out many ways to 
make him change his mind; and 
it 1s very probable, ſhe would 
not obey him with ſo much rea- 
dineſs and felicity, it he ſhould 
command her to cover her 


breaſts. 


LX V. 


LEI HER not therefore 
any more alledge for a pretence 
of her nakedneſs, the complai- 
ſance ſhe has for her huſband; 
andif ſhe conſiders it but as much 
as ſhe ought, ſhe will affeft to ap- 


pear with her neck and face too 
vail'd, 
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vail'd, ſince by 
that means, fays 
the great Apoſtle, 
ſhe will thew that 
ſhe 1s truly and 
voluntarily . ſub- 
miſlive to the Au- 
thority of her hul- 


Ideo deber mulier poteſta- 
tem habere ſupra capur. 
I. Cor. C. Il. 1d ct velamen 
{1gnum poreſtatis mariti. ſe- 
cundum Trtyll. ch. conc. 
Gangrenſe &:c. nunquid ob- 
liviſcetur Virgo ornament 
ſu1 aut ſponſa faſcizpeGtoralis 
ſux ? Hier. C. 2. 32» 


band: for 1n St. 

Paul's time when a Maid was 
married, ſhe had a vail put over 
her head, and ſhoulders, to te- 
ſtiie that ſhe was under the 
power of her huſband, and that 
ſhe hid from all other chen him 
her face and boſome. From thence 
it happened that God him(clt in 
the prophet Jeremiah, ſays that a 
married Woman ought never to 
forget the vaile wherewith ſhe 
hides her boſome, no more than 
a Maid ought to forget her orna- 


menrs. 
LXVLI. 


IF WOMEN would but 
refrcſh their memories with the 
2 COUNs 
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councel that St. Peter gives them, 
to labour the converſion of their 
huſbands by their outward mo- 
deſty, by their pure and chaſt con- 
verſation, that Imay make uſe of 
his terms,they would not delire to 
foment the fires of their concupil- 
cerice, in appcaring before them 
in the habit and poſture of Curti- 
fans. If they did but reflect how 
they flattered or cheriſhed the li- 
bertiniſme of their huſbands,how 
they accuſtomed themſclves to 
pleaſe them, and to invite em to 
ſhew them the like nakedneſs in 
ſhewing. them their naked necks 
and ſhoulders they would leave 
off doing it outof intercſt,for fear 
leſt they difpos'd them to become 
unfaithful to them, by indeavour- 
ing more and more to 1ngage 
them. To be ſhort, if they would 
conſider that their real glory de- 
pended more upon their Vertue, 
than their beauty, they would 
more covet to appear modeſt in 
covering their boſoms,than beay- 


tiful 
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tiful in uncovering them, and poſ- 
fibly likewiſe, the reputation of 
their beauty would be more 
highly celebrated, if they would 
make it but leſs common, if they 
would but veil ſome part of it. 
At leaſt, their beauty would be 
leſs ſuſpected of artifice, and the 
praiſes that ſhould be given them 
would be more pure; becauſe 
there would not then be found a- 
ny thing to ſhock modeſty, but all 
would be fair and beautiful, 


LXVIL 


IF AEL that I have ſaid was 
not ſufficient to prove that the na- 
kedneſs of Breaſts is blameable 
and offenſive, and to anſwer the 
excuſes which Maids and Women 
bring, at would not be very diffi- 
cult for me to convince them by 
new Arguments , and by more 
Authorities. But becauſe I would 
not {well this Treatile ta too 
large a Volume, but - would 
_ it profitable without having 

3 =" 
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it over-troubleſome, I will cloſe 
up all in conjurin thoſe, who do 
ſo mach boaſt of their honeſty 
and vertue, to take heed left by 
their nakedneſs they conform 
themſelves ſo mightily to the Cur- 
tiſans, as to have ſcarce any but 
Ged alone to be able toknow the 
difference that is between them : 
why will they 1mitate thoſe 1n 
their manner of drefling, whoſe 
actions they condemn? or rather, 
why do they imitate the ations, 
and outward carriage of thoſe, 
whoſe diiorderly conduc they o 
much blame? they are like them in 
what appears,and yet pretend to be 
very unlike them in what docs not. 
What Judgment can men make of 
them, who do not Judge but by 
what they lee? 


LXVIUI. 
OUGHT they not to tremble 


knowing that from time to time 
many Prelates have given order, 

_ that the Sacrament {ſhould be de- 
ny'd all Maids and Women indif- 
terently 


ferently who came with naked 
arms, and necks, and ſhoulders ; 
and that they have forbidden 
them, under pain of Excommuni- 
cation, to come in that poſture to 
the HolyTable,and indeed, ſo much 
as to enter into the Church? 


LXIX. 


OUGHT they not to ſhake 
with fear, conſidering that moſt of 
the Curtiſans did not become un- 
chaſte in their manners, but only 
from the immodeſty of their ha- 
bits?{that they began toShew their 
bodies before theyoffered toGive 
them z and if I may be permitted 
to ſpeak ſo, that they had not ex- 
posd themſelves to fale, but be- 
cauſe. they have too freely let 
themſelves be ſeen by Libertines, 


and diſſolute perſons? 


LXX. 


'TIS TRUE, Chriſtian Religion 
does allow Maids and Women ta 
L 4 adorn 


to ornato. 
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adorn themſelves, and to go ac- 
cording to their quality and con- 
dition ; but it would not then 
have 1t be to inordinacy and ex- 
ceſs, but in modeſt apparel, and 
S/nilizs not for luxury : 1t has alwayes 
& Mvlit- forbid them to make their orna- 
125 #1025)- nents ſerve and be inſtrumental 
1 Tim.c. to libertiniſm and immodeſty, the 
2-V. 9+ ule of which 1t has approved 
of, the better to make their 
ſhame and baſhfulne(ſs be conſpi- 
cuous ; and it has alwayes teltt- 
fed an averſion and horrour 
tor the extreme nakedneſs of the 
Arms, Neck and Shoulders, which 
are cqually repugnant to natural 
honeſty, and Chriſtian piety, to 
the illuminations of Reaſon, and 
of Grace, and to the Laws of the 
Goſpel, and thoſe of Politie, to 
the ſentiments of Honour, to the 
initinct of Nature, and ina word, 
© the glory, reputation, and be- 
nefit even of thoſe Maids and 
Women. '. 


AN 


; A N 
oO R.D- ka 


OF THE 


Vicars General of the Arch-Bi- 
ſhoprick of Tholowſe, the Seebes 


ing Vacant. 


IS — 


Againſt naked Arms, Shoulders, 
and Necks, and the indecen 
of Maids and Womens apparel. 


THE hs. General of #he 
Arch-Biſhoprick of T 

louſe the See = ra to all 
thoſe whom theſe preſents ſhall come, 
greeting. Among all the irregulari- 
ties and abuſes whereby the evil Spi- 
rit hath indeauoured in the firſt Ages 
of the Church, to corrupt the purity 
of the cuſtoms of the faithful, there 
hath been none againſt which the ho- 
ly Fathers have exerciſed their Elp- 
quence,and ſpoken with ſo much heat 
and vigour, as againſt the vain Or- 

naments 


naments and indecent dreſſes of 
Maids 'and Women. Thoſe wery 
ſame irregularities have deſcended 
to us, and as if the ſucceſſuon had 
purchaſed thems a right and privi- 
ledee to ſhew themſelves, they appear 
with an Andaciouſneſs as is only be- 
longing to ancient crimes, We '- 
bebold Chriſtian Maids and Wo- 
men, who forgetting the Renuntia- 
tionthey have made in their Baptiſm, 
before the face of the Church, of 

] the pomps and vanities of Satan, 
and violating all the Laws of Mode- 
[#y, -do\ employ their whole adareſe, 
auatime to bedeck their heads with 
borrawed hair, and ſoticitonſ ly to 
be laying ſnares, by the nakednefs of 
therr Arms and Necks, to catch and 
rut thoſe Souls which Jeſus Chriſt 
hath redeemed by his blood, We ſee 
them with ar exceſs of Luxury, and 
with an inmoueſty we would con- 
demmn even in Heathens, to appear 
7n publick after ſo ſcandalous and 
ſhameleſs a manner, that to Judge 
of their [ntentions by the Liberty of 

their 


- 


their wanton and languiſhing Re- 
gards, by the form and _ of their 
habits, and by all thoſe other wain, 
and bewitching braveries, we cannot 
refrain but we muſt judge them cri- 
minal; ſince that according to the 
opinion of one of the Fathers of the 
Church, they are as ſo many fatal 
ſwords that give a ſpiritual death to 
the Souls of Libertines, who are 
ſmitten and wounded by their Eyes, 
and who become the miſerable wvi- 
Fimes of defilement and uncleanneſs. 
As this Spirit accompanies them eve- 
ry where, they are not contented ( ac- 
cording to the Language of a Pro- 
phet ) to lift up the Enſign of their 
proſtitutions in the ſtreets, in the 
walks, and in other publick places; 
but they likewiſe come by an 'injup- 

portable temerity and blindneſs, to 
brave even Jeſus Chriſt at the feet 
of his Altars, and to violate as it 
were the immunity of Churches, 
darting by the nakedneſs of their 
Arms and Necks the fire of an im- 
pure Love into the hearts of the 


faithful 


faithful who are retired there, as in: 
its a SanFuary conſecrated to prayer 
and holineſs. 
THOSE wery Tribunals of 
penance, which ought to be wet with 
their tears; and the holy Table,where 
the' food of Angels ought not to be 
diſtributed but to thoſe that are 
cloathed with the nuptial Robes of 
Innocence and Humility, are ſhame- 
leſſly profaned by thoſe pompous gay- 
 etres of the Devil, And by the world's 
Liveries, which they make to tri- 
#mph over Chriſtian wodeſty. 
AL TL theſe diſorders, which are 
but too publick,, joyned to the woice 
of Miniſters, whoſe complaints are 
great and loud to us, not ſuffering us 
any longer to remain in ſilence, we 
have jude'd it fit, and to be our Du- 
ty, to ſtop an evil which every day 


grows and gets new ground among 


Us. 
F O R theſe cauſes therefore, and 


to keep from this Dioceſs the pu- 
niſhments with which the Juſtice of 
God does commonly chaſtiſe publick 
Scandals 


Scandals, and the propharation of 
holy things, we injozn all Secular 
and Regular Confteſlors #por pain. 
of ſuſpenſion, to deny the Sacraments 
to thoſe who come thither with their 
naked Necks, and Arms, and Shoul- 
ders, and whoſe nakedneſs ſhall not 
be modeſtly conceal'd by ſuch ſcarfes 
or other adreſſes that are not to be 
ſeen ihrongh: of which nakedneſs of 
arms, or meck or ſhoulders, as of 4 
publick Sin and Scandal, we reſerve 
to our particular ſelves the Abſolu- 
tion, as to thoſe who after this Or- 
der, ſhall continue in ſo damnable 
a cuſtom as that is. 

W E forbid likewiſe both maids 
and women of all conditions, uporx 
pain of Excommunication, to come 
into the Churches, ard to preſent 
themſelves at the Sacraments itt 
that immodeſt and indecent habit, to 
cauſe their gowns to be keld up there, 
and to place themſelves among the 
Prieſts. And becauſe the Laws of 
Holy Church are /o little obſerved, 
and oftentimes prove ineffeFual, by 

reaſon 


reaſon of the flubbornneſs of ker ckil- 
a X . 6 ſt —_ is touched 
with the motives of their duty, than 
with the fear of temporal puniſh- 
ments 5 we exhort and conjure, 
the mercy of God, thoſe to whom his 
Providence hath committed the ſove- 
raign Authority of Juſtice for exte- 
riour Diſcipline, to renew the force 
and efficacy of thoſe Decrees, which 
their zeal and piety have oftentimes 
cauſed them to make upon the like 
occaſions for the better obſervance of 
the Orders of the Church; itat ſo 
not only the material Temples may 
70t be prophaned by thoſe indications 
of Luxury and Vanity; but alſo 
that the livin 1 -mples of the Holy- 
Ghoſt map 52 ecdified in every place, 
by the example of a truly Chriſtian 
modeſty and kumility. 

W E further Order all the Cu- 
rates and Ecclellaſtical ſyuperionrs 
of the Secular and Regular houſes 
of the City and Diocels, to be ſtriG# 
in their Churches, and careful to 
put in execntion this our preſent Or- 


der, 


. 


der, by ſuch ways and means as 
they ſhall judge moſt convenient. 

AND laſtly we enjoyn the Pro- 
curer Fiſcal to publiſh this our pre- 
ſent Order at all the Pariſh-Chur- 
ches of our Tuwn and Diocels, du- 
ring the three Sundays preceeding the 
Feaſt of Eaſter,and to make a ſpee- 
dy diſtributicn of Copies to the Su- 
periours of the Secular and Regu- 
lar Houſes of ike Diocels. Giver at 
Tholouſe the 13 day of March. 
1670. Siend, CIR ON, 0+ 
car General, DU FOUR, //- 
car General, DE LA FONT, 
Vicar General, DES TO PE 
N Y A, Vicar General. 


By the. Command of the 
ſaid Vicar Generals. 


BAUVESTRE, Secretary. 
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